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Field visit of EcoLime+ demonstration
fields and interact with farmers

¥,

2026 by  the
Commissioner-
.+ cum-Secretary,
¢« D A F ,
Government of
Qdisha, Shri Sachin
Ramchandra
Jadhav, along
- with his team at
Kandabinda village
under Odapada
block, Dhenkanal
district, to review
the EcoLime+
demonstration
fields and interact
: 78 with farmers.
isit was attended by the Director
of Horticulture, Collector of Dhenkanal,
CDAO Dhenkanal, and other officials from
the State Department. Around 40 farmers
actively participated in the interaction
program. The demonstrations are being
carried out under the SAFAR project
funded by the Government of (S)disha.
During the visit, Dr. Pratap Bhattacharyya,
Principal Investigator of the project,
along with Dr. Rubina Khanam and Dr.
Dilli;} Ranjan Sarangi, scientists of ICAR-
CRRI, provided a detailed explanation
on the benefits and field performance of
EcoLime+. EcoLime+, a composite value-
added product, supplies essential nutrients
such as phosphorus, silicon, calcium, and
magnesium. It plays a significant role in
acid soil management by increasing soil pH,
which in turn enhances the availability of
phosphorus in acidic soils. This improved
nutrient availability has the potential to
reduce the use of DAP fertilizer by up to
25 percent, as explained by the scientists.
Farmers also shared their experiences
during the interaction, highlighting visible
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improvements in soil condition and crop performance with the
use of EcoLime+. The visiting team appreciated the ongoin,
efforts and emphasized the importance of scaling up suc
sustainable technologies for wider adoption across the state.

Rajyastariya Krushak Divas Celebrated at ICAR-
CRRI on the Auspicious Occasion of Akshaya Tritiya

with Muthi Anukula Ceremony

. v d e

23 B

On the sacred and auspicious occasion of Akshaya Tritiya,

the Rajyastariya Krushak Divas was celebrated with
reat enfthusiasm and traditional fervour at ICAR—Central
ice Research Institute, Cuttack, on 20" April 2025. The
celebration marked the ceremonial commencement of the
agricultural season through the revered Muthi Anukula ritual,
symbolizing prosperity, abundance, and new beginnings in

agriculture. ) ) )
e Sggro&amme was_graciously presided over by the Chief
Guest, Shri Mohan Charan Majhi, Hon’ble Chief Minister
of Odisha, whose esteemed presence added grandeur and
dignity to the occasion. He was accompanied by Shri Kanak
Vardhan Singhdeo, Hon’ble DePuty Chief Minister of Odisha;
Shri. Ganesh Ram_Singhkhuntia,” Hon’ble Minister Forest,
Environment & Climate Change Dept.; Shri Bhartruhari
Mahtab, Member of Parliament, Cuttack; Shri Bibhu Prasad
Tarai, Member of Parliament, Jalgqatsmghpur; along with the
local MLASs of Cuttack district, who graced the programme as
Guests of Honour. ) )
r. G. A. K. Kumar, Director of ICAR—CRRI, along with
distinguished dignitaries from the State Department, extended
a warm welcome to the esteemed guests and participants. In
keeping with the cherished agriculfural traditions of Odisha,
the Hon’ble Chief Minister, along with all dignitaries,
performed the traditional Muthi Anukula ceremony
sowmglsacred rice seeds at the Institute farm, sgmbohzmg the
hopeful onset of the agricultural year and invoking prosperity
for farmers across the state. ] o
Subsequently, the Hon’ble Chief Minister addressed_ the
au§u§t gathering at the Rajyastariya Krushak Divas, inspiring
and encouraging the farming community with his visionary
remarks. The event witnessed the enthusiastic participation of
nearly 5,000 farmers and farm women from various districts of
Odisha, reflecting the vibrant spirit and collective aspirations
of the agricultural fraternity.
The programme was organized by the Department of
Agriculture and Farmers’ Empowerment in collaboration with
the District Administration Office Cuttack. The celebration
stood as a harmonious confluence of cultural heritage and
scientific endeavour, reaffirming the Institute’s steadfast
commitment to agricultural innovation, farmers’ welfare, and
sustainable progress, The event also fostered a deep sense of
unity and pride within the farming community, strengthenin,
the enduring bond between traditton and modern agricultura
science.

61 Annual Rice Group Meetings (ARGM-2026) Held
at ICAR-CRRI, Cuttack

The 61 Annual Rice Group Meetings (ARGM-2026) was
organized from 17 to 20 April, 2026 at the ICAR—Central
Rice Research Institute (ICAR—-CRRI), Cuttack. The ARGM
served as a premier national platform for the review and
strategic planning of rice research activities under the All
India Coordinated Research Project on Rice (AICRPR). The
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event brought together nearly 400 scientists, researchers, and

stakeholders from across the country to deliberate on recent

advancements, emerguf challenges, and future strategies
e

in rice research an velopment, thereby strengthening
collaborative efforts in the rice research ecosystem.

The inaugural ceremony of the programme was held on 18
April, 2026, with Dr. Mangi Lal Jat, Secretary, DARE &
Director General, ICAR, New Delhi, gracing the occasion
as the Chief Guest, under the chairpersonship of Dr. D.K.
Yadava, DDG (Crop Science), ICAR, New Delhi, who joined
the programme virtually. Dr. S.K. Pradhan, ADG (‘FFC),
ICAR, New Delhi, and Dr. A.K. Singh, Former Director,
ICAR-IARI, New Delhi, graced the occasion as Guests of
Honour, adding further distinction to the event.

In his address, the Secretary, DARE & Director General,
ICAR, highlighted India’s remarkable progress in rice
production and emphasized the development of two genome-
edited rice varieties, which signify a major milestone in
modern rice breeding. He further underscored the importance
of identifying potential centres dedicated to specific research
domains, promoting GI-tagged rice varieties, expandin
com}orehensive research programmes, and addressing critica
challenges associated with hybrid rice research.

Dr. D.K. Yadava, DDG (Crop Science), expressed that rice
production during the last year was encouraging, reflecting
the positive impact of improved technologies and efficient
crop management practices adopted across various rice-
growing regions. Dr. A K. Singh elaborated on the importance
of genetic improvement of rice grains and outlined strategies
to enhance rice productivity through the development of
cost-effective seed technologies. He also highlighted the
immense potential of utilizing fallow lands to increase rice
cultivation and discussed advancements in both basmati
and non-basmati rice cultivation systems. Dr. S.K. Pradhan,
ADG (FFC), emphasized the critical role of genome-assisted
breeding, the inclusion of diverse germplasm resources, and
the strengthening of pre-breeding programmes to accelerate
genetic improvement and ensure sustainable rice production.

Dr. R.M. Sundaram, Director, ICAR-Indian Institute of
Rice Research (ICAR-IIRR), highlighted the significance
of collaborative research and institutional partnerships
in advancing rice science. He also spoke on India’s rice
production and export scenario, emphasizing that the country
possesses one of the largest research networks in the world
devoted to a single crop—rice. Furthermore, he outlined the
major constraints in rice cultivation as perceived by farmers
and stressed the urgent need to address field-level challenges
through targeted research and effective extension services.

Dr. G.AK. Kumar, Director, ICAR-CRRI, delivered his
remarks by highlighting the institute’s significant contributions
to rice research, technology development, and dissemination
of improved cultivation practices that have strengthened rice
production systems across the country.

The meeting was jointly organized by ICAR—Indian Institute
of Rice Research (ICAR-IIRR), Hyderabad; ICAR—Central
Rice Research Institute (ICAR—CRRI), Cuttack; ICAR-
Indian Agricultural Research Institute (ICAR-IARI), New
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Delhi; the Association of Rice Research Workers, Cuttack;
and the Society for Advancement of Rice Research,
Hyderabad. The programme was led under the able leadership
ofy Organizing Chairpersons Dr. R.M. Sundaram, Director,
ICAR-IIRR, and Dr. G.A K. Kumar, Director, [ICAR—-CRRI.
The Convenors included Dr. M.S. Prasad, Dr. M.B.B. Prasad
Babu, Dr. S.V. Sai Prasad (ICAR-IIRR), Dr. Meera K. Kar
(ICAR-CRRI), and Dr. S. Gopala Krishnan (ICAR-IARI),
with valuable support from Co-Convenors Dr. A. Poonam, Dr.
K. Chattopadhyay, Dr. S.K. Dash, and Dr. R.P. Sah, whose
dedicated efforts ensured the smooth conduct of the event.

During the four-day programme, five major technical
sessions were conducted, including the Breeder’s Group
Meeting, Crop Production Group Meeting, Entomology
Group Meeting, Pathology Group Meeting, and the Review
of Research Results and Progress Report for 2025-26. These
sessions facilitated in-depth discipline-wise discussions on
research achievements, technological innovations, and future
priorities, thereby paving the way for strengthening India’s
rice research and development initiatives.

Foundation Day Seminar Series on “5G Rice: Gene,
Genome, Green, Growth & Governance for Climate-
Smart Agriculture”

-

The Foundation Day Seminar Series on the theme “5G Rice:
Gene, Genome, Green, Growth & Governance for Climate-
Smart Agriculture” was organized on the occasion of the 81st
Foundation Day & Dhan Diwas of ICAR—CRRI, Cuttack on
22 April 2026.
The programme commenced with a welcome address by
Dr. Koushik Chakraborty, Organizing Secretary of the 81%
Foundation Day, and Dr. Biswajit Mondal, Co-Chairman
who highlighted the significance of the seminar themes in
addressing emerging challenges in climate-smart agriculture.
The technical sessions featured distinguished speakers from
premier institutions. Dr. M.K. Reddy, BRIC-NIPGR, New
Delhi, delivered an insightful lecture under the theme Gene &
Genome on the topic “Improving Rice Productivity through
Targeted Genome Editing”’, emphasizing the role of modern
%enomic tools in enhancing rice productivity and resilience.
nder the theme Green Technology, Dr. Somsubhra
Chakraborty, IIT Kharagpur, delivered a lecture on
“Agriculture 5.0: Sensors and Al for Advanced Soil
Characterization”, highlighting the integration of sensors,
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artificial intelligence, and precision agriculture technologies

for improved soil management an
practices.

The theme Growth & Governance was addressed by Dr. A.
Amarendra Reddy, ICAR-NIBSM, Raipur, who delivered
a lecture on “Historical Evolution of Technology and
Governance in Agriculture”, tracing the development of
aﬁricultural technologies and policy frameworks that have
shaped modern agricultural systems.

Dr. Pratap Bhattachar])jlya, girector, ICAR-CRRI, Cuttack,
delivered his remarks highlighting the relevance of 5G Rice
in promoting sustainable and technology-driven agricultural
transformation. He emphasized the importance of integrating
gene, genome, green technologies, and governance approaches
to ensure climate-resilient and future-ready rice production
systems.

The speakers were formally introduced by Dr. Devanna, Dr.
Dibyendu Chatterjee, and Dr. Sudipta Paul, who highlighted
their professional achievements and contributions to their
respective fields.

The programme concluded with a formal vote of thanks
delivered by Dr. M. Sivashankari, Organizing Secretary of
the 81% Foundation Day, who expressed sincere gratitude
to the distinguished speakers, organizers, participants,
and supporting staff for their valuable contributions to the
successful conduct of the seminar. The programme witnessed
active participation from 109 participants, reflecting stron,
interest and engagement in the theme of climate-smart an
technology-enabled agriculture.

sustainable farming

81" Foundation Day and Dhan Diwas Celebrated at
ICAR-CRRI, Cuttack

The 81% Foundation Day and Dhan Diwas of the ICAR—
Central Rice Research™ Institute .(%lCAR-CRRI),. Cuttack
was_organized on 23 April 2026 with great enthusiasm and
participation from scientists, staff members, farmers, students,
and distinguished dlgsrlltarle_s. Prof. Sanjay Kumar, Chairman
of the Agricultural Scientists Recruitment Board gtASRB ,
New Delhi, graced the occasion as the Chief Guest, while
Prof. P.K. Roul, Vice-Chancellor of the Odisha University of
Agriculture and Technology (OUAT), Bhubaneswar, attended
as the Guest of Honour. ) )

The Chief Guest, Prof. San{ay Kumar, delivered his remarks
appreciating the remarkable” achievements of ICAR-CRRI
and encouraging continued efforts toward innovation and
excellence in rice research. The programme further included
the 4" Dr. K. Ramaiah Foundation Day Lecture on the topic
“India’s Path to a Suslainable Bioeconomy. Innovations
in Bioresource Utilization and_ Valorization.” The lecture
h1%hhghted emerging opportunities in bioresource utilization,
value addition, and sustainable bioeconomy development.

Following the lecture, the speaker was felicitated by the
dignitaries as a mark of appreciation.
The programme also included an address by the Guest of

Honour, Prof. P.K. Roul, who highlighted the significance

of rice in culture, rituals, traditions, and its integral role in

everyday life, while also emphasizing the role of academic

Lnétllggtlons in advancing sustainable agriculture and capacity
uilding.
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Dr. G.AK. Kumar, Director, ICAR-CRRI, Cuttack,
highlighted the institute’s significant accomplishments in rice
research, technolo§y development, extension activities, and
institutional growth.
The programme commenced with a Welcome Address
delivered by Dr. B. Mondal, Head, Social Science Division,
who warmly welcomed the Chief Guest, Guests of Honour,
invited dignitaries, and participants. Before Foundation
Day lecture the speaker was introduced by Dr. Koushik
Chakyabort%(, Organizing Secretari:_, who provided a brief
overview ol the significance of the Foundation Day Lecture.
Durm%~ the programme, several publications were released,
and a felicitation ceremony was conducted to honour retired
staff members, meritorious students, lead farmers, best
workers, and Best EAP awardees in recognition of their
outé’cancflng contributions.
On this occasion, a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
was signed between the ICAR—Central Rice Research Institute
ICAR-CRRI), Cuttack and Areia Agrotech Private Limited,
hubaneswar for the commercialization of the inbred rice
variety CR Dhan 310, marking a significant step toward
technology transfer and wider dissemination of improved
rice varieties. The Chief Guest also planted a sapling on
the institute campus as a symbolic gesture promoting
environmental sustainability and green inifiatives. )
Subsequently, an interactive Farmers—Scientists Interaction
session was held, providing a valuable platform for farmers
to share their experiences and seek scientific guidance. An
exhibition showcasing the institute’s recent technologies
was also organized. The afternoon session featured a vibrant
cultural programme titled “Madhuram,” showcasing artistic
}f)erformances by participants, fo_llowe(i y prize distribution
or various competitions organized durmdg the Foundation
Day celebrations. The programme concluded with a formal
Vote of Thanks delivered by Dr. M. Sivashankari, Organizin
Secretary, who expressed sincere gratitude to the Chietf Gue
Guests of Honour, dignitaries, parficipants, organizers, and al
contributors for making the celebration a grand success.
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A half-day Awareness Programme was organized at the
ICAR—Central Rice Research Institute on 27 April 2026,
under the theme “IP and Sports: Reactiy, Set, Innovate.”
The [programme was conducted as part of the observance of
World Intellectual Property Day 2026. The primary objective
of the programme was to enhance awareness regarding the
importance of Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) in fostering
innovation, partlcularl{wlthm the agricultural sector.

The programme was chaired by Dr. G.A.K. Kumar, Director
of ICAR-CRRI, Cuttack. It included lectures delivered by
professionals working in the areas of intellectual property and
agricultural innovation.

Dr. B. C. Patra, Emeritus Scientist and former Director of
ICAR-CRRI, delivered an insightful lecture on “IPR in
Agriculture.” He elaborated on various types of intellectual
{)r(l){perty rights and emphasized the importance of effective
PR management in agricultural research. He underscored
the need to protect scientific innovations to ensure their
sustainable utilization and commercialization for the benefit
of farmers and society.

Dr. Shweta Sharma, IXh.D. in Biotechnology (ICGEB), LLB,
and a Registered Patent Agent of M/s Khurana and Khurana,
in India, delivered a comprehensive lecture on “Patenting
in Aﬁriculture. ” Her presentation covered practical aspects
of the patent filing process, including prior art searches,
documentation requirements, and essential guidelines. She
also explained the types of agricultural innovations eligible
for patent protection, making the session highly relevant for
researchers and students.

Dr. Hareram Sahoo, Scientific Officer, NRDC delivered a
lecturetitled “IPas a Catalyst: Driving Innovation, Te echnoloI%y
Transfer and Startup/EntreI?reneurship Promotion.” He
highlighted the role of intellectual property in facilitating
technology transfer and fostering entrepreneurship. He
also discussed funding opportunities available through
organizations such as the National Research Development
Corporation and encouraged participants to translate research
outcomes into viable entrepreneurial ventures. o
The programme witnessed active participation from scientists,
students, and staff members. An interactive question-
and-answer session was conducted at the end, enabling
participants to engage with the speakers and seek clarification
on various aspects of IPR, patenting, and innovation-driven
entrepreneurship. ) )

The programme concluded with the Chair’s remarks,
reinforcing the importance of intellectual property as a
key driver of innovation and sustainable development in
agriculture and allied sectors.
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Distinguished Lecture by Indian Society of Soil Science
(ISSS), Cuttack Chapter
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A distinguished lecture on “Crediting Carbon to Farmers’ Cof-
fers- Too Many Rivers to Cross” by Prof. Biswapati Mandal,
arenowned Soil Scientist and Academician, was organized by
Indian Society of Soil Science (ISSS), Cuttack Chapter on 30
April 2026. The lecture was attended by 100 participants in-
cluding heads of the division, scientists, students and techni-
cal staffs of the institute. The lecture started with welcome of
guest speaker by Dr. G.A.K. Kumar, Director, [CAR-CRRI.
The speaker Prof. Biswapati Mandal was introduced by Dr.
Debarati Bhaduri, Secretary, ISSS, Cuttack Chapter before
the audience. Prof. Mandal had delivered a vivid and elabo-
rate presentation about the current status and future of carbon
credit in Indian agriculture. After an insightful lecture fruitful
discussion and interaction was made by the scientists and the
guest speaker. The lecture concludes with felicitation of Prof.
Biswapati Mandal by Director of the institute. The vote of
thanks was delivered by Dr. Anjani Kumar, Treasurer, ISSS,

Cuttack Chapter.

ICAR-CRRI Conducts Capacity Building Programme
on Functional File Numbering System in e-Office

ICAR-Central Rice Research Institute (ICAR-CRRI), Cuttack,
successfully conducted a capacity-building programme on the
Functional File Numbering System (FFNSg) under the e-Office
initiative on 4 May 2026, in accordance with the Council’s
communication regarding its mandatory implementation.

The programme was inaugurated by Dr. G.A.K. Kumar,
Director, ICAR-CRRI, who emphasized the need for its timely
implementation. Dr. P. Panneerselvam, Principal Scientist and
HRD Nodal Officer, assured full support for such capacity-
building initiatives.

The training was delivered by Shri Saroj Kumar Singh, CAO,
ICAR-IARI, Assam, and Shri V. Ganesh Kumar, Senior
Administrative Officer, ICAR-CRRI, covering the complete
lifecycle of official records, classification of closed files under
Classes A, B and C, record retention schedules and weeding
}f)rocedures. Special emphasis was given to the transition
rom the section-based filing system to the activity-based
FFNS, including the hierarchical structure of Basic, Primary,
Se(ciondary and Tertiary heads and the use of standard alpha
codes.

The pre- and post-training assessments showed a significant
improvement in participants’ understanding of the new
e-Office procedures, demonstrating the effectiveness of the
programme and the readiness of staff to adopt the digital
system. The FFNS will facilitate systematic subject-based
grouping of institutional records and help prevent the loss or
misplacement of files during departmental reorganization.

Shri Rishi Kant Singh, Senior Finance & Accounts Officer,
ICAR-CRRI, proposed the vote of thanks and acknowledged
the support of tﬁe Zonal Coordinators, ICAR ICT team,
Directors of the participating institutes and the ICAR-CRRI

team for the successful conduct of the programme.
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National-Level Multi-Stakeholder Workshop on Eco-
Friendly Utilization of Industrial By-products for
Sustainable Agriculture Organized at ICAR-CRRI

ICAR-Central Rice
Cuttack, organized a 1-Lev ¢
Workshop on “Eco-friendly Utilization of Industrial By-
}fgroducts as Fertilizer Alternatives and Acid Soil Management

Research  Institute EICAR—CRRI),
a National-Level Multi-Stakeholder

or Sustainable Agriculture” on 19 June 2026 under the
SAFAR Project funded %%] DA&FE, Government of Odisha,
and the “Integrated Bio-stabilization of Heavy Metals in Fly
Ash Amended Soils” project funded by SPCB, Government
of Odisha. ] o
The workshop brought together policymakers, scientists,
industry representatives, entrepreneurs, and farmers to
discuss. the large-scale adoption of EcoLime+ and the
utilization of industrial by-products such as basic slag, fly
ash, and phosphogypsum for sustainable agriculture.” The
inaugural session was graced by Shri Sachin Ramchandra
Jadhav, IAS, Principal Secretary, DA&FE, Government of
Odisha, as the Chief Guest and Shri Shubhranshu Mishra,
Additional Secretary, DA&FE, as the Guest of Honour.
The programme was ?reﬂded over by Dr. G.AK, Kumar,
Director, ICAR-CRRI, The dignitaries emphasized the
importance of promoting EcoLime+ through government
programmes for effective acid soil management and enhanced
crop productivity. Presenting the project achievements, Dr,
Pratap Bhattacharyya, Head, Crop Production Division and
Principal Investigator of the SAFAR Project, highlighted that
EcoLime+ has been validated in over 1,200 hectares across
six_districts of Odisha, resulting in 2—-10% improvement in
soil pH, 8-16% higher rice yield, 12—19% higher green gram
ield, and nearly 15% reducfion in DAP fertilizer requirement.
he workshop "witnessed participation from more than 100
stakeholders, including officials from DA&FE, scientists,
KVKs, FPOs, farmers, and representatives from industries
such as RM Agrico Pvt. Ltd., Tata Steel, JSW, Harsco India,
IFFCO, Dalmia, and Urvarak Indugtries Pvt. Ltd. MoUs were
exchanged with industry partners for technology scaling, and
%rogresswe farmers were felicitated for their contributions,
wo panel_discussions on mainstreaming EcolLime+ and
future fertilizer alternatives from industrial
concluded with a roadmap for integratin + 1ir
%overnment programmes. Dr. Rubina anam, Scientist
rop Production Division and Organizing Secretary, proposed
the vote of thanks.

by-products
EcoLime+ into
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Agriphotovoltaics (Agri-PV) Awareness Programme

Krishi  Vigyan Kendra (KVK),
Cuttack, organized an Awareness
| Worksho on  Agriphotovoltaics
(Agri-PV) in collaboration with
the Agriculture Skill Council of
India (ASCI) at ICAR-Central
Rice Research Institute (ICAR-
CRRI), on 25 June 2026. Around
45 farmers, farm women, and rural
1 youth participated in the programme.
The workshop aimed to create
awareness about Agriphotovoltaics,
an  innovative  approach  that
integrates crop cultivation with
solar energy generation on the same
land, enhancing land-use efficiency,
farm income, and environmental
sustainability. Dr. D. R. Sarangi, SMS
(Soil Science), welcomed the participants and highlig%ted the
potential of Agri-PV in addressing the challenges of sustainable
agriculture and energy security. Mr. Santosh Kumar Panda,
General Manager, ASCI, delivered a technical session on the
concept, models, and benefits of Agriphotovoltaics, while Mr.
Amrit Brah, General Manager, ASCI, served as co-trainer
and shared successful case studies, government initiatives,
and skill development opportunities in the renewable energy
sector. The ASCI team alljso conducted group activities and
participatory exercises to enhance farmers’ understanding
of Agri-PV systems. Dr. Ranjan Kumar Mohanta, Senior
Scientist and Head, KVK, Cuttack, emphasized the

gRads ¥ gefdg ufasy | BT GHIYT P71 &b importance of integrating renewable energy technolotgies
fer P Oy qzﬂwﬂ'q &3l W D with agriculture to address future challenges related to food
TEd W GR a1l €. Ao S, (JTGy TN 3fik  security, energy demand, and climate change. Dr. Rajan
syt ot TqUHTY @f@[ ) 3 UfIUIARR & SLR Kamboj, SMS (Plant Protection) and Mrs. B. Mounika,
- ) SMS (Agricultural Extension) encouraged participants to
SN & IR § PR T SR 37 T 30T G informed about i icultural - technologi
1 y informed about emerging agricultural technologies
Y &mar-Faiy ericel & Afchd 0 J i §H b T 4nd actively engage in capacity-building programmes for
| DT AT Th UG T O their effective adoption. The programme concluded with
& Y g3, forad iR 3 397 foaR 3 e ek an interactive discussion session during which participants
f shared their views and clarified their queries regarding the
%) Iy q g g
fan| <F. et R REEIGAl PRII] adoption of Agriphotovoltaic systems. Dr. Gayatri Sinha,
WI ST'3M W’ g fean WFW’ Technical Officer, and Mr. Prasanta Pradhan, Technical
| @l SEIN Ofﬁger, coordinated the programme and ensured its smooth
conduct.
ufreor srfea Training Programmes
3 3@y & IRM, TRIM, 39% &g Fal iR SN fagm Faf During the period, several training programmes were
7 Rg ugd organized by the Institute, its Regional Stations, and KVKs
Mm Py W%ﬂ%ﬁ%—ga BU%TS; ﬁ% lfgnder the Mﬁthaon Mlem gauravf(MGlll/[G) inigalgﬁe,
! i the theme “Balanced Use of Fertilizers an et
FaTah oftr W e Sied frar man oeusing on |
Bachao Abhiyan.”
Title of the training Duration/Date Coggiergggfggg & Sponsor p arlji(c).i[;):nts
/Xl agvar@lness training progrta)mf on q
‘Acid soil management and balance .
use of fertilizer” at Ranto village under 6 April 2026 Dr. P. Bhattacharyya ICAR-CRRI 115
Lathikata block of Sundargarh district
Improved Mechanized Practices and
RMO Facility at Rural Locations for 24-27 April
Enhancing Farm Profitability at Bargaon, 2026 P Dr. P.C. Jena ICAR-CRRI 152
Katapali (Bargarh block) Kamgaon,
Baulasingha (%hatli block)
Training-cum-awareness program :
on ‘Balanced Use of Fertﬁizers’ at 29 April 2026 Egrrll)boR Sarangi and Dr. R. KVK, Cuttack 50
Bangirisinga, Badamba )
Training-cum-awareness program .
on ‘Balanced Use of Fertlrl)izers’ at 29 April 2026 EEH%OR Sarangi and Dr. R. KVK, Cuttack 50
Mangarajpur, Badamba )
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Awareness program on “Science-based Dr. S.M. Prasad, Dr.
Nutrient and Agrochemical Management” 4 May 2026 Somnath Roy, Dr. Sourgya ICAR-CRRI- 45
at Village Kasiadih, Churchu Block, Saha, Dr. Arunkumara C.G., CRURRS
Hazaribagh Shri Bheemraj Meena
3 : Dr. S.M. Prasad, Dr. B.C.
Science—based Nutrient and Input 2 ICAR-CRRI-
Management” and Balanced fertilization iy 2 gegnaélgf.ﬁrggkn?gﬁ% ena CRURRS 36
A five-day Incubation Program on the Dr. U. Kumar, Dr. Dibyendu
balanced use of CRRI Biofertilizers 4-8 May 2026 Chatterjee ICAR-CRRI 25
An Awareness and Training Program for Dr. P. Bhattacharyya, Dr.
Farmers on Balanced Fertilizer Use 9 May 2026 Rubina Khanam ICAR-CRRI 20
Awareness programme on balanced .
use of fertillljzers was organized at 11 May 2026 BrRRISlEgg Ii(hanam, L ICAR-CRRI 40
Jagarnathpur village of Cuttack district o g
Awareness Compaign on “Science—based
Nutrient and Input Management” was Bi Is,i,livlérl;r:gﬁg’ Dr ICAR-CRRI-
organized by ICAR-CRRI (CRURRS, 11 May 2026 | g o1y s S CRURRS 25
Hazaribag) at Pundi Panchayat Bhawan, Bheemrai Meona
Mandu, Ramgarh J
. . Dr. S.M. Prasad
Science—based Nutrient and Input : z ICAR-CRRI-
Management 11 May 2026 Rgﬁg&?&dgﬁ’(}?r' CRURRS 31
Optimizing Irrigation for Enhancing .
Fertilizer Use Efficiency 12 May 2026 Dr. Sangita Mohanty ICAR-CRRI 35
An Awareness and Training Program for Dr. B. Kiran Gandbhi, ICAR-CRRI-
Farmers on Balanced Fertilizer Use S by 2026 Dr. Shyam CS RCRRS 52
An Awareness and Training Program for Dr. B. Kiran Gandhi, ICAR-CRRI-
Farmers on Balanced Fertilizer Use L b 2 Dr. K. Koteswararao RCRRS 2t
5 s Dr. A.K. Mukherjee
An Awareness and Training Program for ?
Farmers on Balanced Fertilizer Use iy 202 ]lerrhll\)/{l'llﬁ‘k};rag’ BN BRI 150
An Awareness and Training Program for Dr. P. Bhattacharyya, Dr.
Farmers on Balanced Fertilizer Use 14 May 2026 Rubina Khanam ICAR-CRRI 30
Training-cum-awareness program on
‘Balanced Use of Fertilizers’ 14 May 2026 Dr. R.K. Mohanta KVK, Cuttack 35
Dr. P.C. Jena, Dr. Mridul
]]33alanced use of Fertilizer for q Chakraborty, Er. Eéhlupeﬁldra,
etter nutrient management an Dr. Biswajit Mondal, Shri
Crop Production through different 15 May 2026 Tapas Behera, Shri Sarat ICAR-CRRI 350
Technologies ghir_ltd;‘a Sagu and Shri
nkit Anan
) ) Dr. S.M. Prasad, Dr. B.C.
e 15 May 2026 | G 2T et o | CRURRS 37
Shri i3heemraj Meena '
PP Dr. B. Mondal, Dr. Anll(lie
Science-based fertilizer input Poonam, Dr. S.K. Lenka,
management for sustainable agriculture 15 May 2026 Dr. M.K. Bag,uDr. N. Basak, HERdr &
Dr. S.K. Repalli
Dr. P.C. Jena, Dr. Mridul
Balanced Fertilizer Use tgrough Eﬂ?icient Clﬁak{altl)orty, Er. Bhupe{ldra
Nutrient Management and Improve Ghritlaher, Dr. Annamalai
Cro Prloduction through Advanced 17 May 2026 M.,bSIgiTapas Bel&er%r Shri ICAR-CRRI 220
Technologies Debrabrat Das and Shri
Prashant Jena
Id(isan Mela cum romotionhan(li field . I]?a{nge(érg :lr\lle’n]l) rDr B
emonstration of CRRI technologies for >
soil health improvement and awareness S Wiy 200 gl?g?aﬁla{h]?; Bshﬁlr[; %@?ﬁ? ERle Il 220
on balance fertilizer use Chandra Sahu
Science—based Nutrient and Input 18 May 2026 Dr. S.M. Prasad, Shri ICAR-CRRI- 51
Management” and Balanced fertilization Y Bheemraj Meena CRURRS
Dr. M.K. Kar, Dr.
Climate-Smart Agricultural Practices Lambodhar Behera, Dr.
g 19-20 Ma
for Balanced Fertilization, IPM and 2026 Y Sangita Mohanty, Dr. 121
Sustainable Soil Health J eel\)/alr)l B, Dr. I}{laghu S, Shri
Debabrata Das
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Protection Chemicals

Mohapatra

Balanced Fertilizer Application and
uality Production of Climate-Resilient |19 May 2026 | Dr- S.K. Dash, Dr. 8. ICAR-CRRI 72
Y Mondal, Dr. S.K. Naik
Rice Varieties P
. . Dr. S.M. Prasad, Dr. B.C.
Science—based Nutrient and Input 2 ICAR-CRRI-
Management” and Balanced fertilization 20 May 2006 g?gfaégf'ﬁ?gé?gﬁ% ena CRURRS e
Dr. Annie Poonam, Dr.
One-day awarenless cgm- traiﬂnfing1 ; Uple(ndra Kli]rknar, Dr. ,
program on “Balanced use of fertilizers Srikanta Lenka, Dr. Sudipta B
Adoption of science based nutrient 20 May 2026 Paul, by Dr. Sushanta ICAR-CRRI =0
management Kumar Naik, Dr. Dibyendu
Chatterjee
Balanced Use of Fertilizers and Plant II\D/IréhSel;dgﬁa]g aﬁlﬁzﬁr{' Dr
Protection Chemicals in Rice-based 21 May 2026 Tattiul P ICAR-CRRI 54
; K. A. Molla, and Dr. M.
Production Systems Annamalai
Balanced Fertilizer Use for Efficient
: Dr. P.C. Jena, Er. Bhupendra
Nutrient Management and Enhanced . Qo
Crop Production through Advanced 22 May 2026 gﬁlrril%ialla};rseﬁeshlélrrlaA. nand, ICAR-CRRI 238
Technologies P
Training-cum-awareness program on :
‘Balanced Use of Fertilizers’ 22 May 2026 Dr. D.R. Sarangi KVK, Cuttack 20
Dr. Biswajit Mondal,
Dr. Sudipta Paul, Dr.
Balanced use of fertilizers 26 May 2026 Raghavendra Goud, Dr. Sai ICAR-CRRI 55
Krishna Repalli, Sri Amit
Kumar Maity
Dr. Biswajit Mondal,
Dr. Sudipta Paul, Dr.
Balanced use of fertilizers 27 May 2026 | Raghavendra Goud, Dr. Sai ICAR-CRRI 86
Krishna Repalli, Sri Amit
Kumar Maity
Dr. Biswajit Mondal,
Dr. Sudipta Paul, Dr.
Balanced use of fertilizers 28 May 2026 Raghavendra Goud, Dr. Sai ICAR-CRRI 45
Krishna Repalli, Sri Amit
Kumar Maity
Dr. Biswajit Mondal,
Dr. Sudipta Paul, Dr.
Balanced use of fertilizers 29 May 2026 | Raghavendra Goud, Dr. Sai ICAR-CRRI 76
Krishna Repalli, Sri Amit
Kumar Maity
Dr. Krish(rllﬁndu
. . P Chattopadhyay, Dr.
Demonstration of CRRI Biofertilizers & : :
: : : 29 May 2026 Dibyendu Chatterjee, Dr. ICAR-CRRI 51
Kisan Ghosti of Progressive farmers Biswajit Sen, Dr. Jeevan B,
Shri Brindaban Dash
Balance Fertilizer use for Sustainable Dr. P.C. Jena, Shri A.
Crop Production 29 May 2026 Anand, Shri Tapas Behera ICAR-CRRI 186
Science—based Nutrient and Input Dr. B C Verma, Dr. S. ICAR-CRRI-
Management 1 June 2026 Bhagat, Dr. Soumya Saha CRURRS 43
Science-based Nutrient and Input 2 June 2026 Dr. S.M. Prasad, Dr. ICAR-CRRI- 65
Management for Balanced Fertilization Arunkumara C. G., CRURRS
Science-based Nutrient and Input Dr. S.M. Prasad, Dr. S. ICAR-CRRI-
Management for Balanced Fertilization 3 June 2026 Bhagat CRURRS 68
Balanced use of fertilizer through Bi grﬁllﬁz%llg&l&g?r%iena’
different crop production and protection |3 yune 2026 | Biswajit Mondal, Mr. Ankit | ICAR-CRRI 500
echnologies for Sustainable Crop Anand. Mr. Padmalochan
Frodition Dehur)’f, Mr. Tapas Behera
Training program on “Scientific Dairy
Farming” along with “Khet Bachao 3 June 2026 Dr. R.K. Mohanta KVK, Cuttack 75
Abhiyan”
X?ﬁ?;grgl,ljmgram on “Khet Bachao 3 June 2026 Dr. D.R. Sarangi KVK, Cuttack 82
1z Dr. Sudipta Paul, Dr.
Balanced Use of Fertilizers and Plant |4 100 2026 | Debarati Bhadurl, Shri SK. | ICAR-CRRI 45
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Training _program on “Scientific Dairy

Farming” along with “Khet Bachao 4 June 2026 Dr. R.K. Mohanta KVK, Cuttack 36
g g
Abhiyan”
Healthy Soil — Empowered Farmers — Dr. S.M. Prasad, Dr. ICAR-CRRI-
Prosperous India 5 June 2026 Arunkumara C. G. CRURRS o
Training _program on “Scientific Dairy
Fagmmg along with “Khet Bachao 5 June 2026 Dr. R.K. Mohanta KVK, Cuttack 59
Abhiyan”
Balanced Use of Fertilizers 8 June 2026 Dr. Milan Kumar Lal ICAR-CRRI 100
| health throueh bal q Dr. Annie Poonam, Dr. L.K.
Improving soil health through balance Bose, Dr. M.K. Bag, Dr.
use of fertilizers 8 June 2026 S.K. Lenka, Dr. An%lkumar ICAR-CRRI 56
C, Dr. S.K. Repalli
: Dr. S.M. Prasad, Dr.
Healthy Soil — Empowered Farmers — ICAR-CRRI-
Prosperous India 9 June 2026 Soumya Saha, Shri CRURRS 40
Bheemraj Meena
Balanced Use of Fertilizers and Plant .
Protection Chemicals 9 June 2026 Dr. Golive Prasanthi ICAR-CRRI 100
Balanced Use of Fertilizers 9 June 2026 Bi g’mﬁﬁ‘%gaﬂdhl’ IC%léig{{SRI- 30
Dr. Annie Poonam, Dr. L.K.
FPC Training on CRRI Biofertilizers 9 June 2026 ]SS,(I)(S,G,L?nIi'(a}VIDIE. AI?I?I ’unll)arr ICAR-CRRI 55
C, Dr. S.K. Repalli
Training program on “Integrated Nutrient :
Management in Rice’ 9 June 2026 Dr. D.R. Sarangi KVK, Cuttack 45
Training-cum-awareness program on
“Khet Bachao Abhiyan” 10 June 2026 Dr. R.K. Mohanta KVK, Cuttack 42
Sustaining the Soil Health by adopting Dr. Annie Poonam, Dr. L.K.
Biofertilizer and integrated nutrient 10 June 2026 Bose, Dr. M.K. Bag, Dr. ICAR-CRRI 48
management S.K. Repalh
| q i i q Dr. Prakash 1Chandra Jena,
Balanced Fertilizer Application an Dr. Annamalai M., Er.
Agricultural Land Security 10 June 2026 Bhupendra Ghritalahre, Shri ICAR-CRRI 150
Tapas Behera
Training-cum-awareness program on Dr. R.K. Mohanta & all
“Khet Bachao Abhlyaﬂ” 11 June 2026 KVK eXpertS KVK, Cuttack 102
Training-cum-awareness program on
“Khet Bachao Abhiyan” 11 June 2026 Dr. R.K. Mohanta KVK, Cuttack 74
" i Dr. %Lh Verma, Dr. "
Demonstration of CRRI Biofertilizers & Awadesh Kumar, Dr. Sobha
Kisan Ghosti of Progressive farmers 15 June 2026 Rani, Dr. Sai Krishna ICAR-CRRI 85
Repalli
" - Dr. %Lh Verma, Dr. "
Demonstration of CRRI Biofertilizers & Awadesh Kumar, Dr. Sobha
Kisan Ghosti of Progressive farmers 16 June 2026 Rani, Dr. Sai Krishna ICAR-CRRI 94
Repalli
" - Dr. %Lh Verma, Dr. "
Demonstration of CRRI Biofertilizers & Awadesh Kumar, Dr. Sobha
Kisan Ghosti of Progressive farmers 17 June 2026 Rani, Dr. Sai Krishna ICAR-CRRI 125
Repalli
Kisan Mela cum promotion and field Bi ggililaesells%{l‘?;rgrgrerg"
demonstration of CRRI technologies for | 17 yyne 5026 | Mandal, Er. Bhupendra ~ | ICAR-CRRI 171
soil health improvement and awareness Ghritalahre. ShI'Il) Sarat
on balance fertilizer use v
Chandra Sahu
Demonstration of CRRI Biofertilizers & Dr. U. Kumar, Dr. Sai
Kisan Ghosti of Progressive farmers 18 June 2026 Krishna Repalli ICAR-CRRI 97
Training-cum-awareness program on Dr. DR Sarangi, Dr. R
“Khet Bachao Abhiyan” 18 June 2026 Kamboj & Mrs. B Mounika KVK, Cuttack 76
Training-cum-awareness program on Dr. DR Sarangi, Dr. R
“Khet Bachao Abhiyan” 18 June 2026 Kamboj & Mrs. B Mounika KVK, Cuttack 58
Demonstration of CRRI Biofertilizers & 19 Tune 2026 Dr. U. Kumar, Dr. Sai ICAR-CRRI 9

Kisan Ghosti of Progressive farmers

Krishna Repalli
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Block level awareness program on

thresher, tractor for enhancing fertilizer
use efficiency protect soil health and
enhance input use efficiency

Shri Satyabrata Nayak

‘Obrl%anic Farming’ under “Khet Bachao |19 June 2026 Dr. R.K. Mohanta KVK, Cuttack 107
Abhiyan”
Block level awareness program on .
‘Organic Farming’ under “Khet Bachao |19 June 2026 11\)/[r. I %arnbOJ, B, 15 KVK, Cuttack 152
Abhiyan” ounika
Demonstration of CRRI Biofertilizers & Dr. U. Kumar, Dr. Sai
Kisan Ghosti of Progressive farmers 20 June 2026 Krishna Repalli ICAR-CRRI 124
A Kisan Mela-cum-Promotion and Field

: Dr. Prakash Chandra Jena
Demonstration Programme on CRRI : i
technologies for s01g1 health improvement 20 June 2026 gﬁr?%;p;;l %?hgir};rltalahre, ICAR-CRRI 245
and awareness on balanced fertilizer use P
District level workshop on “Organic
Farming” under Khet Bachao Abhiyan 20 June 2026 Dr. R.K. Mohanta KVK, Cuttack 152
Block level workshop on “Organic :
Farming” under Khet Bachao Abhiyan 20 June 2026 Dr. R. Kamboj KVK, Cuttack 89
Block level awareness program on .
‘Obr}%anic Farming’ under “Khet Bachao |22 June 2026 g;nll)b(}:)ﬁ Sarangi, Dr. R. KVK, Cuttack 100
Abhiyan”
Block level awareness program on
‘(%rl%anic Farming’ under “Khet Bachao |23 June 2026 Ilzlgnlliblngohanta, L. 1< KVK, Cuttack 128
Abhiyan”
Block level awareness program on
‘Obr}%anic Farming’ under “Khet Bachao |24 June 2026 IS)a{raglgE Mohanta, Dr. D.R. KVK, Cuttack 256
Abhiyan”
Awareness Workshop on
Agriphf)tovoltaics for Sustainable 25 June 2026 ODerRV% Mohanta & all staff KVK, Cuttack 52
Agriculture
A farmer awareness and training Dr. Raghu S, Dr. T.B
programme under the Mera Gaon Mera |25 June 2026 Bagchi, Dr. Jeevan B, Shri ICAR-CRRI 70
Gaurav (MGMG) initiative D. Dash
A Farmer Awareness and Demonstration

. Dr. Prakash Chandra Jena
Programme on CRRI Technologies for . 2
Soil Health Enhancement and Balanced | 2> June 2026 Er. Bhupendra Ghritalahre, ICAR-CRRI 196
Nutrient Management Shri Tapas Behera
Dr. Sudipta Paul, Dr.
Balanced use of fertilizers 25 June 2026 Kutubu hdin Ali 1\/11011a, Dr. ICAR-CRRI 128
Sai Krishna Repalli

A Farmer’s field day on Demonstration of
Laser land leveller, Drone, DSR planter,
Rice planter, paddy power weeder, power Dr. Prakash Chandra Jena,
tiller, paddy reaper cum baler, solar 27 June 2026 Shri Jyoti Prakash Behura, ICAR-CRRI 110
thresher, tractor for enhancing fertilizer Shri Satyabrata Nayak
use efficiency protect soil health and
enhance input use efficiency
A Farmer’s field day on Demonstration of
Laser land leveller, Drone, DSR planter,
Rice planter, paddy power weeder, power Dr. Prakash Chandra Jena,
tiller, paddy reaper cum baler, solar 28 June 2026 Shri Jyoti Prakash Behura, ICAR-CRRI 90
thresher, tractor for enhancing fertilizer Shri Satyabrata Nayak
use efficiency protect soil health and
enhance input use efficiency
A Farmer’s field day on Demonstration of
Laser land leveller, Drone, DSR planter,
Rice planter, paddy power weeder, power Dr. Prakash Chandra Jena,
tiller, paddy reaper cum baler, solar 28 June 2026 Shri Jyoti Prakash Behura, ICAR-CRRI 150
thresher, tractor for enhancing fertilizer Shri Satyabrata Nayak
use efficiency protect soil health and
enhance input use efficiency
A Farmer’s field day on Demonstration of
Laser land leveller, Drone, DSR planter,
Rice planter, paddy power weeder, power Dr. Prakash Chandra Jena,
tiller, paddy reaper cum baler, solar 29 June 2026 Shri Jyoti Prakash Behura, ICAR-CRRI 94
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Dr. P. Panneerselvam, Dr.

Applications of CRRI Biofertilizers 29 June 2026 Sai Krishna Repalli, Sri ICAR-CRRI 38
Sarat Chandra Sahoo

Awareness program on “Khet Bachao Dr DR Sarangi, Dr R

Abhlyan” 29 June 2026 KambOJ, Mrs B Mounika KVK, Cuttack 147
Dr. BB Panda

An Awareness and Training Program for 30 June 2026 Dr. B. Kiran Gandhi ICAR-CRRI- 26

Farmers on Balanced Fertilizer Use Dr. K. Koteswara Rao RCRRS
Dr. Shyam CS
Dr. Jitendriya ~ Meher,

f . s Dr. P C, Dr.

Applications of CRRI Biofertilizers 30 June 2026 A;n arg;?arllil’e?)v;arsa:i Kri shng ICAR-CRRI 52
Repalli,

Block level awareness program on

‘Orgamc Farmmg under “Khet Bachao |30 June 2026 EngéoK Mohanta, Dr. R. KVK, Cuttack 239

Abhiyan” )

Block level awareness program on :

‘Organic Farming’ under “Khet Bachao |30 June 2026 E/Ir' Dll(i Sarangi, Mrs. B. KVK, Cuttack 124

Abhlyan” ounika

Participation in Exhibition

e ICAR-Central Rice Research Institute (CRRI) actively participated in various agricultural exhibitions during the period,

showcasing advanced rice production technologies and innovations to benefit farmers and stakeholders.
*  Rajyastariya Krushak Divas Celebrated at ICAR—CRRI on the Auspicious Occasion of Akshaya Tritiya with Muthi Anukula

Ceremony on 20 April 2026.

e The 61 Annual Rice Group Meetings (ARGM-2026) was organized from 17 to 20 April, 2026 at the ICAR—Central Rice

Research Institute ICAR—CRRI), Cuttack.

e The 81% Foundation Day and Dhan Diwas of the ICAR—Central Rice Research Institute (ICAR-CRRI), Cuttack was

organized on 23 April 2026.

E%EW

SR 3R &Ha i
m@%ﬁﬁsﬁm%waﬁw@mm

Visitors

Altogether 312 visitors comprising of farmers, farmwomen,
students and Agriculture Officers from different states of India
viz., Odisha, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Assam, Telangana and
West Bengal visited the institute during the period of April-
June’ 2026. They were exposed to agro advisory services
system of the institute during their visit.

MoUs Signed

ICAR-Central Rice Research Institute (CRRI), Cuttack,
Odisha, signed several Memorandums of Underﬁandlng
(MoUs) during the period to foster collaborations in
agricultural research, technology transfer, and capacity

(@Wﬁ?@ R geR fbul building.
Name of the Technology Name of the Institute/Company Date of MoU
MoU for CR Dhan 310 ICAR-CRRI and M/s Areia Agrotech Private Limited | 23 April 2026
MoU for Basic Slag/ Fly Ash based value added | [CAR-CRRI and M/s Biotez Agrinovation Private

. S 06 May 2026
Products (Ecolime+) Limited
Mol horBasioiSlas fElyiashibasedivalnciadded ICAR-CRRI and M/s Arcane Bhoomicare LLP 18 June 2026
Products (Ecolime+t)
el o Basie e Flly it Lesed vl il ICAR-CRRI and M/s Dinesh Kumar Dalmia 18 June 2026
Products (Ecolime+t)
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CRRI Regional Station, Hazaribagh
Foundation Day Celebration

The 81% Foundation Day and Dhan Diwas of the Central

1 Rice Research Institute (CRRI) was

ﬁ celebrated with great enthusiasm and

f ride on 23 April 2026 at CRURRS,

azariba(%. e programme was

organized virtually in coordination with
the main Institute.

As part of the celebration, Dr. N.P.
Mandal, Head of the Regional Station,
felicitated the retired staff members
on behalf of the Director, CRRI, in
recognition of their dedicated service

. and valuable contributions to the growth
=~ and success of the Institute. Shri Arvind
Narayan Singh, former Senior Technical
Officer; Smt. Nagiya Devi; and Shri Rameshwar Ram, former
Skilled Supporting Staff, were honoured with mementoes and
shawls as a token of appreciation for their sincere commitment
and long-standing service to the institution.

The occasion was marked by a spirit of pride, gratitude,
and celebration, reflecting the rich legacy and continued
commitment of CRRI towards excellence in rice research and
development.

World Environment Day

World Environment Day was celebrated at
CRURRS, Hazaribag, on 5 June 2026 with a
plantation programme along the boundary of the
Masipirhi Farm. All staff members participated
enthusiastically in the programme.

International Yoga Day

T The International Day of Yoga was observed
at CRURRS, Hazaribag, on 21 June 2026
with enthusiastic participation of scientists and
staff. In line with the theme “Yoga for Healthy
1 Ageing,” the programme promoted physical and
i mental well-being. Dr. N. P. Man(i)al, Head of
§ the Regional Station, highlithed the importance
#- of yoga in daily life, while Mr. Kailash Saw,
38 Yoga Instructor, guided the participants through
the Common Yoga Protocol, including asanas,

pranayama and meditation.

Seed Distribution and Farmers’ Training Programmes

e by, T il
Under the SCSP programme, rice seeds of CRRI-CRURRS
developed varieties were distributed to 528 beneficiaries
across 11 villages during June 2026. A hands-on training-
cum-demonstration on the use of a power tiller was also
organized for beneficiaries of Bhelwatand village, Hazaribag.
Under the TSP programme, 2,500 kg of rice seeds of five
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ISR 4T 110 CR Dhan 110 (IET 27523/CRR 514-6-1-1-1-6)

varieties were distributed to 246 trlb\ Tarm famlhes across
villages in Deoghar, Hazaribag, Ramgarh and Ranchi
districts. Pre-demonstration training on “Scientific Nursery
Management of Rice” was also conducted for farmers, with a
total of 150 participants.

Kisan Gosthi and Awareness Programmes

Kisan Gosthi and awareness programmes
wereorganlzedb ICAR-CRRI-CRURRS,
L Hazarlbag er “Mera Gaon-Mera
Gaurav” and “Khet Bachao Abhiyan”
on the themes of Science-based Nutrient
and Input Management and Balanced
- Fertilization. The programmes covered
- about 1,200 farmers from 30 villages of
Hazarlbag and Ramgarh districts. Farmers
=i were sensitized on soil testing, balanced
| fertilizer use, composting, bio-fertilizers,
green manuring and biocontrol agents.
An FPO Meet and awareness programme
1 involving 40 members from six FPOs
was also organized in collaboration with
the Department of Extension Education, Birsa Agricultural

University, Kanke, Ranchi.
Technology

Two Rice varieties (CR Dhan 110 & CR Dhan 216) were
released through SVRC, Jharkhand and One Rice variety (CR
Dhan 111) was released through SVRC, Karnataka.

CR Dhan 110 (IET 27523/CRR 514-6-1-1-1-6)

Yield potential 4.31 t/ha under DSR
Region Rainfed early direct seeded conditions (Don3) of Jharkhand
Duration 103-106 Days
| Resistance to diseases Moderately resistant to blast, brown spot, sheath blight, sheath rot
| Resistance to insects Moderatelv tolerant to SB, BPH, WBPH, GMB-1, LF. RH
Grain quality HRR(56.9%), MS, ASV (3.5), amylose content (20.58%), soft GC (45.5)
Other Highly drought tolerant

ISR YT 216 CR Dhan 216/ CRR 820-20-1-2-2

CR Dhan 216/ CRR 820-20-1-2-2

Yield potential 4.58 t/ha under Aerobic condition
Region Aerobic situations in Jharkhand
Duration 110 Days

Resistance to diseases

Moderately resistant to leaf blast, neck blast and brown spot.

Resistance to insects

Moderately tolerant to Glume discol, SB, LE, WBPH

Grain quality

HRR(63.2%), LS, ASV (5.0), amylose content (23.77%), soft GC (53.5)

Other
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Yield advantage of 12.25% over CRD 201 (NC), 9.66% over CRD 202 (ZC)
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3R Y11 111 CR Dhan 111/ DRV 07/ IET 26351 (CRR
708-1-B-2-B-B-1)

B-B-1)

Yield potential 4.15 t/ha under DSR
Region E DS conditions in Karnataka
Duration 98 Days

Resistance to diseases

Moderately resistant to Blast, BLB & BPH

Grain quality

HRR 56.9%, SB, ASV 3.0, amylose 21.94% and GC 48.
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One Indian muétard variety, BBS-1, was developed through

a joint collaboration between IIRMR Bharatpur, Rajasthan,
and BAU, Ranchi. The variety was released by the SVRC,
Jharkhand, for late-sown conditions in the medium-land
ecology of Jharkhand. Dr. Priyamedha, Senior Scientist,
CRRI-CRURRS is one of the co-developers of this variety,
having contributed to its development during her tenure at
IIRMR, Bharatpur.

KVK Programmes

KVK, Cuttack

World Milk Day Celebration

KVK, Cuttack, celebrated World Milk Day 2026 on 1 June
2026 at Rajhans village under Cuttack Sadar Block, with
the active participation of around 40 farmers, women and
children. The programme was organized to create awareness
about the nutritional, economic and health benefits of milk
and dairy farming among rural communities.

Addressing the participants, Dr. R.K. Mohanta, Senior Scientist
and Head, KVK, Cuttack, highlighted the importance of milk
as a wholesome and nutrient-rich food that significantly
contributes to food and nutritional security, particularly for
women and children. He also demonstrated various clean milk
production practices, including maintaining hygiene during
milking, proper cleaning of the udder, use of clean utensils,
and safe handling and storage of milk to ensure quality and
contamination-free milk.

Dr. Rajan Kamboj, SMS (Plant Protection), Mrs. B. Mounika,
SMS (Agricultural Extension), along with other scientists and
staff members of KVK, Cuttack, actively contributed to the
successful organization and conduct of the programme.
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23" Instalment Release of PM-Kisan

KVK, Cuttack, participated in a district-level workshop on
Organic and Natural Farming, organized by the State Line
Department at the Office of the Chief District Agriculture
Oﬂgcer. The programme was held in conjunction with the
PM-Kisan dpro ramme, during which around 100 farmers
garticipate and watched the live telecast of the release of the
3rd instalment of PM-Kisan, along with the address by the
Hon’ble Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi.
Dr. R.K. Mohanta, Senior Scientist and Head, KVK, Cuttack,
delivered a lecture on Innovations in Agriculture, highlighting
the role of modern technologies and sustainable farming
practices in enhancing agricultural productivity. Dr. D.R.
Sarangi, SMS (Soil Science), delivered a lecture on Natural
Farming, focusing on eco-friendly agricultural practices,
improvement of soil health and reduced dependence on
chemical inputs. Mrs. B. Mounika, SMS (Agricultural
Extension), along with other KVK staff members, actively
participated in the programme.

Demonstration on Scientific Honey Harvesting and
Apiary Management

z ICAR-CRRI, Cuttack organized a hands-
on demonstration for SCSP beneficiaries at
i Kuamanga village, Jagatsinghpur district,
i on 24 June 2026. Dr Rajan Kamboj trained
farmers on the use of honey supers (super
chambers) for collection of surplus honey
and demonstrated the scientific extraction of
fully ripened honey using a honey extractor
without damaging the honeycombs, thereby
minimizing disturbance to the bee colonies.
Farmers were also trained on routine hive inspection,
cleaning of the bottom board, maintenance of hive hygiene,
and sanitation around the apiary to maintain healthy and
productive colonies. The programme enhanced farmers’
practical skills in scientific beekeeping, promoting sustainable
honey production, improved colony management, and higher
income through apiculture.

Internship Programme for B.Sc. Students

KVK, Cuttack, provided mentorship to 23 B.Sc. (Botany and
Zoology) students of Devi Kandol Nityanand College, Eran-
cha, for their 120-hour Summer Internship Programme during
2026. An orientation programme was conducted on 14 May
2026, during which the students were divided into four groups
and assigned topics such as Food Habits; Water Facilities and
Drinking Water Availability; Health and Hygiene; and Herbal
Plants. The students were guided in planning and conduct-
ing surveys, fieldwork, photography and report writing. Their
activities were regularly monitored through daily reports and
activity photographs shared through a WhatsApp group. The
internship reports were evaluated through written reports and
presentations of their findings before an expert panel on 22
July 2026 at

KVK, Koderma

Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC) Meeting Orga-
nized at KVK, Koderma

The Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC) Meeting of KVK,

Koderma was successfully conducted on 21 April 2026

under the guidance of ICXR—CRRI, Cuttack. The meeting

was chaired by Dr. Shiv Mangal Prasad, Principal Scientist,

ICAR-CRURRS, Hazaribag, while Dr. Awani Kumar Singh,

geacéit, FSRC-HRP, Plandu, Ranchi, attended as the Chief
uest.
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Dr. AK. Rai, Head and Senior Scientist, KVK, Koderma,
welcomed the participants and Fresented the major
achievements and ongoing activities of the KVK. The Annual
Report (2025-26) and Annual Action Plan (2026-27) were
presented, and an Integrated Nutrient Management (INM)
Bulletin was also inaugurated. The meeting witnessed
the participation of SAC members, scientigts, officials
of line departments and progressive farmers. During the
interaction, farmers shared their field-level experiences and
challenges, while experts provided valuable suggestions for
strengthening extension activities, improving technology
adoption and addressing location-specific agricultural issues.
The programme concluded with the Chairman’s remarks and
a vote of thanks.

KVK, Koderma Organized Live Telecast of PM-
KISAN Scheme Installment..

KVK, Koderma organized a programme for the live telecast
of the 23" installment of the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman
Nidhi (PM-KISAN) Scheme on 20 June 2026. Around 410
farmers a}’thlRﬁl{ted and witnessed the live telecast of the
Hon’ble Prime Minister releasing the installment directly into
the bank accounts of beneficiary farmers.

The programme was attended by Smt. Annapurna Devi,
Hon’ble Union Minister for Womeén and Child Development
and MP, Koderma, along with other dignitaries and officials.
Experts from ICAR institutions delivered lectures on
natura] farming, improved rice varieties and farmers’ role in
agricultural development. Eleven progressw.e farmers were
also honoured with Certificates of Appreciation for their
outstanding contributions to agriculture.

RESEARCH NOTE

Assessing the ecosystem services of rice farms in coastal India

Rice cultivation delivers a wide range of tangible and intangible
sustained protection and
enhancement. In this study, ecosystem services (ES) provided by
rice farms across districts in four agro climatic zones of Odisha
(East and South eastern coastal plain, Mid Central Table Land, North
Eastern Coastal Plain and North Eastern ghat) (Fig 1) were evaluated
by estimating the economic value of services under conventional
rice cultivation. In addition, the disparity between ecosystem
service values and farm income per unit area was examined. The
ES components assessed included food production (ES1), by-
products (ES2), biological pest control (ES3), soil formation (ES4),
mineralization of plant nutrients (ESS5), carbon flow (ES6), nitrogen
fixation (ES7), soil fertility (ES8), hydrological regulation (ES9),

ecosystem benefits that require

and soil erosion control (ES10).

The total value of ecosystem services was estimated using the

following relationship:

ES_T=XYES_M+XES_NM
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Fig 1: Four agro climatic zones under study in
Odisha



where denotes the total ecosystem service value, represents marketed (tangible) services, and denotes non-marketed (intangible)
services.

Marketed ecosystem services consisted of the economic value of rice grain and by-products such as straw, which are directly
sold by farmers: YES_ M=ES_1+ES_2
All remaining services were classified as non-marketed ecosystem services:

YES_NM=XES_(3"-" 10)

The marketed value of food and by-products ranged from US$ 1,699 ha™! yr' (MCTL) to US$ 2,736 ha! yr! (ESCP), with
an average of US$ 2,187 ha™! yr'. Non-marketed ecosystem services accounted for approximately 61% of the total ecosystem
service value from rice fields, with gas regulation through oxygen evolution contributing the largest share (about 55%). To
address the observed economic imbalance, we propose the adoption of targeted interventions, including payments for ecosystem
services in rice-based systems, to support long-term ecosystem sustainability and agricultural development.

Rahul Tripathi, S Mohanty, Manish Debnath, D Bhaduri,
D Chatterjee, S Priyadarsani, B Mondal and BR Goud
ICAR-CRRI, Cuttack

Development of rice by product based floating and sinking fish feed pellets

Floating and sinking fish feed pellets using rice processing by-products, including rice bran, broken rice, mustard oil cake,
maize powder, wheat bran, pumpkin peel, moringa leaves, fish meal, jaggery, and rice bran oil were developed as an economical
alternative to commercial fish feed. The formulated feeds were evaluatec% for their physical, nutritional, and growth performance
under a 75-day feeding trial.

The developed ﬂoatin§ feed exhibited superior physical quality with a pellet size of 2.56 mm x 1.49 mm X 1.12 mm,
density of 0.00107 g mm 3, 55% water absorbability, 12.27% moisture content, and 85.23% pellet durability. It also contained
23.45% crude protein, along with essential micronutrients including Mn (0.302 mg L), Cu (0.056 mg L"), Fe (1.524 mg L"),
and Zn (0.745 mg L"), meeting the nutritional requirements of cultivable carps. Fish fed with the %Ioatlng feed consigtently
outperformed those fed with sinking and commercial feeds throu]%hout the experiment. The average body weight increased from
an initial 9.17 £ 0.75 g to 28.31 £ 5.21 g after 75 days, whereas fish fed with sinking and commercial feeds attained 25.61 + 6.02
and 22.23 £3.61 g, respectively. The ﬂoating feed also recorded the highest specific growth rate (SGR) of 1.26% daz’l, compare
with 1.19% day! for sinking feed and 0.86% day ! for commercial feed. Similarly, the average daily growth reached 32.40 m
day ! with floating feed, surpassing sinking feed (27.93 mg day ') and commercial feed (15.47 mg day’l%. The body weight of fis
fed with floating feed increased by more than three-fold during the experimental period, demonstrating superior feed utilization
efficiency. The study highlights the potential of rice by-product-based floating feed as a cost-effective, nutritionally rich, and
sustainable alternative to commercia{)ﬁsh feed. The technology offers an efficient pathway for value addition of rice processing
residues while reducing feed costs and improving fish growth, thereby supporting sustainable aquaculture and enhancing farmers’

income.

Sinking feed Floating feed

S Priyadarsani
ICAR-CRRI, Cuttack
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Sensory Evaluation of Selected Rice Varieties for Table Rice and Kheer Preparation

A sensory evaluation study was conducted at ICAR—CRRI during 18-20 February 2026 to assess the consumer preference of
selected rice varieties based on their cooking and eating quality. A panel of 7-8 semi-trained evaluators assessed cooked rice
samples coded A—K using a 9-point hedonic scale, where I represented “dislike extremely” and 9 represented “like extremely.”
The samples were evaluated for appearance, colour, aroma, taste, texture/mouthfeel and overall acceptability. To avoid bias,
the rice varieties were served with coded labels (Table 1), and the panelists recorded both quantitative scores and qualitative
comments. The panelists also tasted the cooked rice during lunch along with dal and vegetable preparations, allowing them to
ju%ge the practical suitability of the varieties for regular meals. In addition, aromatic rice varieties were used to prepare kheer,
and the panelists provided feedback on their suitability for dessert preparation.

The evaluation revealed noticeable differences in sensory perception among the rice varieties. Samples that exhibited pleasant
aroma, well-separated grains and soft but non-sticky texture consistently received higher preference scores. Among the evaluated
samples, CR Dhan 907 (Sample F) emerged as_the most preferred for table rice (%ue to its attractive appearance, bold grains
and appealing aroma (Table 2). Aromatic traditional varieties such as Gobindhbhog Type 2 and Ketakijoha also received
high acceptance owing to their distinct fragrance and good palatability. Some samples showed moderate preference and were
considered suitable for everyday consumption, while varieties showing stickiness or broken grain appearance after cooking were
less preferred. For kheer preparation, panelists indicated that aromatic rice types performed better because their fragrance, soft

texture and cooking behaviour in milk contributed to a richer flavour and creamy consistency (Table 3).
Table 1. Rice varieties evaluated in the sensory study

Sample Code Rice Variety

Geetanjali (Old)
Poornabhog (New)
Ketakijoha
Gobindhbhog Type 1
Nua Kalajeera

CR Dhan 907
Geetanjali (New)
Poornabhog (Old)
Gobidhbhog Type 2
Geetanjali (Old)
Gobimdhbhog Type 3

Table 2. Preferred rice varieties based on panel evaluation

A~ o o | A oo >

Rank | Variety Remarks

1 CR Dhan 907 Excellent aroma and non-sticky grains
Gobindhbhog Type 3 Pleasant aroma and soft mouthfeel
Ketakijoha Distinct aroma and good palatability
Geetanjali (New) Suitable for regular meals
Nua Kalajeera Moderate aroma and acceptable texture

(9] N ROV B\

Table 3. Culinary suitability and key sensory traits

Category Variety Key Sensory Traits
Table rice CR Dhan 907 Strong aroma; non-sticky grains; good texture
Table rice Gobindhbhog Type 2 Pleasant aroma; soft mouthfeel
Table rice Ketakijoha Distinct aroma; good palatability
Kheer preparation Gobindhbhog Types Soft texture; blends well with milk desserts
Kheer preparation Chinikamini Fragrant grains; creamy texture in kheer

Overall, the study highlights that aroma, grain separation and texture are the most important sensory attributes influencing rice
preference (Fig. 1). Varieties such as CR Dhan 987, Gobindhbhog Type 2 and Ketakijoha were found to be highly suitable for
table rice consumption, while aromatic types like Gobindhbhog and Chinikamini showed excellent potential for traditional sweet
preparations such as kheer. These findings provide useful insights for promoting rice varieties wit% superior eating quality and
for guiding their use in both regular meals and value-added food products.

Sivashankari. M, Sutapa Sarkar, Keerthana U,

Gaurav Kumar, Debarati Bhaduri, B Mondal
ICAR-CRRI, Cuttack

A Modified Transparent Grid Based Technique for Quantifying Leaffolder Damage in Rice

The method described by Chintalapati et al. (2017) was used as the basis for estimating leaffolder-damaged leaf area. In the original
procedure, the damaged portion of the leaf was traced onto a transparent sheet, and the traced outline was subsequently aligned with
a separate graph sheet to estimate the damaged area by counting the enclosed grid squares. Although effective, this procedure was
relatively time-consuming and susceptible to measurement errors due to possible displacement between the transparent sheet and the
graph sheet during alignment.
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To overcome these limitations, the present study developed a modified method for improved accuracy

3 PF-A 1oIA
and efficiency. An A4-sized graphical grid with a resolution of 1 mm? was printed directly onto a L i T WWW
transparent sheet, there by integrating the tracing and measurement surfaces into a single reference I 7 I
sheet. The leaffolder-damaged leaf was placed beneath the transparent grid sheet, and the damaged ﬁ | |
area was carefully traced. The total number of 1 mm? grid squares enclosed within the traced outline B sl
was counted systematically. Grid squares with more than half of their area covered by the traced L4 W i

outline were counted as one complete square, while those with less than half coverage was excluded. i |
The total damaged leaf area was calculated from the number of counted grid squares and expressed i
in square millimetres (mm?). By eliminating the need to align the traced outline with a separate graph i

sheet, the modified method reduced handling errors, minimized measurement time, and improved the

precision, consistency, and reliability of damaged leaf area estimation. i ‘,‘ ' “ ki |
Chintalapati, P., Javvaji, S., & Gururaj, K. (2017). Measurement of damaged leaf area caused by _ PO |
leaffolder in rice. J Entomol Zool Stud, 5(4), 415-417. , | ;,N L 9 i
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Prasanthi Golive, Soumya Shephalika Dash, Annamalai M, Manas Kumar Bag and SD Mohapatra
ICAR-CRRI, Cuttack

Identification of genomic loci underlying resistance to brown spot disease in aus rice germplasm

The brown spot disease of rice caused by the fungus Cochliobolus miyabeanus (Anamorph: Bipolaris oryzae) is a chronic,
historically devastating disease that contributed to the Great Bengal Famine of 1943 and continues to cause yield losses
ranging from 6% to as much as 90% across rice-growing regions of Asia, Africa and beyond. As climate change drives warmer
temperatures and erratic rainfall, and as farmers shift toward water-saving direct-seeded rice cultivation, conditions favouring
brown spot are becoming more common. Thus, the search for promising resistant donors and genes (gjoverning broad-spectrum
resistance is essential. The present study evaluated a panel of 181 aus rice accessions, a genetically distinct and stress-adapted
varietal group that has been well studied for tolerance to abiotic stresses like drought, but rarely exploited for brown spot disease
resistance. The panel was sourced from the 3,000 Rice Genomes Project, and represented India, Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan and
Sri Lanka. The accessions were screened for disease reaction in two complementary ways: natural infection in uniform screening
nurseries (in kharif 2024 and 2025), and controlled artificial inoculation under reenﬁouse conditions (in Summer 2026) and
scored at 3 and 5 days after inoculation. Disease severity was evaluated following the Standard Evaluation System (IRRI) scoring
methodology at a scale of 0 (hi%hly resistant) to 9 (highly susceptible). Scoring fata revealed that majority of the accessions were
either moderately resistant (SES score >3 to <6) and susceptible (SES score >0). A single aus accessions ‘Setya’ was consistently
identified as the most resistant genotype across both field seasons and both inoculation time points, thus can serve as a promising
candidate donor for breeding 1grogrammes. Overall, continuous nature of the phenotyping data indicated that brown spot response
is governed by many small effect genes (Fig 1. A).

Subsequent genome-wide associate study using ~450,000 SNP markers and two GWAS models (GEMMA and
FarmCPU) identified 50 suggestive (logP< le-4) genomic signals, which were further refined to 19 high-confidence loci (¢BSR)
fipanning cight rice chromosomes (Fig. 1B, C). Functional annotation of genes within these gBSR intervals identified 79 potential

isease resistance candidates, including nucleotide-binding leucine-rich-repeat (NLR) proteins, receptor-like kinases (RLKs) and
peroxidases. Notably, a tandem germin-like protein (GLP8) gene cluster at the locus designated gBSRS. I appeared as the most
promising candidate through botﬁ transcriptome and gene-haplotype analysis. The germin-Iike protein gene fgmil is well known
for conferring broad-spectrum, quantitative disease resistance in cereal crops. A second region on chromosome 10, rich in classic
NLR-type immune-receptor genes, emerged as the next-strongest target. These can be further validated for their effectiveness
in managing the brown spot disease. Targeted expression profiling of two prioritized candidate genes, Os04g0223500 and
Os08g0207600, in resistant versus susceptible plants revealeg elevated expression of these genes in resistant accessions ‘Setya’.
The ﬁ%ldings indicate that resistance to brown spot in aus rice is controlled Ey multiple quantitative loci operating through diverse
immune pathways, including oxidative burst generation and cell-wall modification. gBSRS. 1, the germin-like protein cluster,
with the strongest statistica? association stands out as high-priority target regions for fine-mapping and gene isolation. The
haplotype-specific variants identified in these genes provide functional molecular markers that can be used directly in marker-
assisted selection (MAS) and allele mining.

Pooled disease score (GEMMA)

Pooled disease score (FarmCPU)

Year1 Year2 Pooled  3DAI  5DAI

Resistant - Moderately resistant ~Susceptible
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Fig 1. Id/ t1ﬁcat10n of’ genomic loci underlying brown spot resistance. (A) Number of accessions identified as resistant and
moderately resistant. (B) Manhattan plots showing significant marker traits associations for pooled disease score using two

GWAS models. (C) loci identified through GWAS and transcriptome analyses.

Arijit Mukherjee, Diksha Kumari, N.P. Mandal,
Amrita Banerjee*, Somnath Roy*
ICAR-CRRI-CRURRS, Hazaribag

Seminar/ Symposia/ Workshop/ Winter School/ Exhibition/ Training Programmes/ Meetings attended

/IR aTe/SriTar/AdeTd = UreaspH/vueRi-l/ufRien srimHl/des! § ufauriear

SI. No. | Particulars Date Participants
. . . All staff of CRRI,
1. Mission Karmayogi — SADHANA Saptah 2-8 April 2026 CRURRS
Policy Dialogue on Evidence-Led Food Systems Transformation
2. Policies in the context of Viksit Bharat at the Parijat Lecture Hall, | 7 April 2026 Dr. G.A K. Kumar
NASC Complex, Pusa, New Delhi
Nursery verification of Jagannath nursery, Tarini Nursery and
3. Shakti Nursery with horticulture department for quality planting 10 April 2026 Dr. R.K. Mohanta
material production
4, Physical verification of assets and stores of KVK, Koderma 13 April 2026 (D /L omen, D7 5
Roy, Mr. S. Orawn
One IRRI-NARES South Asia Advancement Meet-2026 20 April 2026 Dr. N.P. Mandal
Workshop on ‘Cultivation, Production and Preparation of Quality
6. Paddy Seed among FPO members’ at Cuttack organised by 20 April 2026 Dr. R.K. Mohanta
NIGAM NGO for quality seed production
7. Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC) meeting 21 April 2026 Dr. S.M. Prasad
8. The Assessment Committee for CAS at ASRB, New Delhi 22 April 2026 Dr. G.A.K. Kumar
District-level celebration of World Veterinary Day on the theme
9. ‘Veterinarians: Guardians of Food and Health’, organized by 22 April 2026 Dr. R.K. Mohanta
CDVO, Khorda
Attended as a member expert in the Assessment Committee for
10. CAS at ASRB, New Delhi 5-6 May 2026 Dr. G.A.K. Kumar
The joint verification of the Piggery and Feed Plant at
L Ramakrushnapur, Salepur, constructed under MKUY S May 2026 Dr, R.K. Mohanta
The meeting on Team creation and reporting for Intensive
12. Campaign on Balanced Use of Fertilizers through Kisan Sarathi 14 May 2026 Dr. R.K. Mohanta
portal organized by ATARI, Kolkata
The discussion-cum-coordination meeting on Crop Diversification
- Programme under Mega Lift Irrigation Project L3 by 0205 e
An online meeting on National Pulse Mission program with KVK
Nodal Officers, ICAR-IIPR Nodal Scientists, ATARI Kolkata and .
o State Agriculture officials, for effective planning for the kharif L5 ity 2009 IDIz, D) imraraz
season
Attended as a member expert in the Assessment Committee for
15. CAS at ASRB, New Delhi 20-21 May 2026 Dr. G.A.K. Kumar
16. State Variety Release Committee, Jharkhand Meeting 21 May 2026 gﬂi’gfb%;ﬁ:ﬂiih%
Pre-kharif interaction meeting with the FPO farmers and
17. Department officials and MGMG programme regarding minimum | 30 May 2026 Dr. G.A.K. Kumar
use of fertilizer at KVK, Jashipur
Attended as a member expert in the Assessment Committee for
18. CAS at ASRB, New Delhi 17-18 June 2026 Dr. G.A.K. Kumar
Drs. N.P. Mandal,
19. PM-Kisan Utsav Diwas at Nepal House, Ranchi 20 June 2026 S.M. Prasad and B.C.
Verma
20 Six Monthly Workshop of Nagar Rajbhasha Karyanvayan Samiti 23 June 2026 Drs. N.P. Mandal,
) (NRAKAS) at Regional Office of Bank of India, Hazaribag S.M. Prasad
The technical presentation for selection of FLFA under Crop .
2l Diversification Programme under Mega Lift Irrigation Project g 205 ID DR ey
All Scientists from
22. Mera Gaon-Mera Gaurav and Khet Bachao Abhiyan May and June 2026 Institute, Regional
Stations and KVKs
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Research Journals

Arvind Yadayv, Anjani Kumar, Surendra Singh*, Pramod Kumar Sharma, Abhishek Kumar Sahu, Bikramjit Deuri, Sandeep
Kumar, Sumit Kumar Tripathi, Shyam Sundar Roy, Bhuvnesh Raj. Spatial variability and assessment of major nutrients in
paddy growing sodic soils of Sultanpur Region, Uttar Pradesh. Oryza. 63 (1) 2026 (66-76).

Chatterjee A, Kumari D, Bhagat, S, Mandal NP, Banerjee Amirita, Rog/ S (2026). Rice brown spot as a stress-modulated
necrotrophic pathosystem: mechanisms, quantitative resistance, and breeding for direct-seeded rice. Physiological and
Molecular Plant Pathology 144:103228

Chatterjee, D., Pradhan, A., Swain, C. K., Alam, R., Tripathi, R., & Bhattacharyya, P. (2026). Assessing energy fluxes of
lowland rice fields using four-year eddy covariance data. International Journal of Biometeorology, 70(5), 132.

Debobrata Dey, Sasmita Behera, Soumya Priyadarsinee Mohanty, DebashisMoharana, Lambodar Behera, Anjani Kumar,
Rameswar Prasad Sah, Abhishek Kumar Sahu, Reshmi Raj K.R., Beena R., Madhav Pandit, Priyamedha, Tapash Dasgupta,
Bhubaneswar Pradhan, Bishnu Charan Marndi (2026). Identification of Genetic Loci for Mesocotyl Length in Rice (Oryza
sativa L.) using Genome-Wide Association Approach. Plant Molecular Biology Reporter 44:93.

Ghosh, S., Mohanty, S., Tripathi, R., & Mondal, B. K. (2026). Advances in spectroscopic and machine learning approaches
for estimating soil organic carbon and nitrogen: a comprehensive review. International Journal of Remote Sensing, 1-30

Mahapatra, B., Kar, A., Pattanaik, A., Ne(liyak, R. R., Mahanty, A., Khanam, R., ... & Adak, T. (2026). Simultaneous
removal of imidacloprid, carbendazim, and bispyribac sodium using zinc and bentonite functionalized rice husk biochar
composite. Waste Management, 215, 115441.

Mitra, D., Panneerselvam, P., Chidambaranathan, P., Nayak, A. K., Kumar, A., Kumar, U., ... & Mohapatra, P. K. D. (2026).
Arbuscular Mycorrhizal Fungi Modulate Varie;y-S ecific Phosphate Transporter Gene Expression in Aerobic Rice Under
Phosphorus-Limited Soil Conditions. Plants, 15(11), 1675.

Mohapatra, K. K., Nayak, A. K., Patra, R. K., Tripathi, R., Swain, C. K., Eeswaran, R., &Garnaik, S. (2026). Mapping
agricultural vulnerability to climate-driven drought using the TOPSIS model. Theoretical and Applied Climatology, 157(3),
171.

Mukherjee, S., Sin§h, S. K., Patra, A., Jatav, H. S., & Chatterjee, D. (2026). Biochar A7pglication in Metal Contaminated Soil
Enhances Soil Biological Properties and Rice Yield. Water, Air; & Soil Pollution, 237(8), 474.

Nayanika Guha, Anima Mahato, Sougata Bhattacharjee, Koushik Chakraborty, Amrita Banerjee, Nimai Prasad Mandal
& Somnath Roy. Genetic Dissection of Germination Potential and Coleoptile Elongation in aus Rice Under Anaerobic
Conditions: GWAS and Donor Mining for Climate-Resilient Direct Seeded Rice. Journal of Plant Growth Regulation, DOI:
10.1007/s00344-026-12282-0.

Padbhushan R, Sinha AK, Kumar U, Rana DS, Kumar A, Yadav SK, Roy P, Jha AK. 2026. Conservation agriculture on
biological soil health: a sustainable approach for trend analysis. Proceedings of the Indian National Science Academy. 28:1-
13.

Priyadarsani, S., Debnath, M., Bisen, J., Tripathi, R., Mohanty, S., Jambulkar, N.N. Nayak, A .K. & Pathak, H. (2026). Life
Cycle Greenhouse Gas Emissions of the Indian Food System: A Cradle-to-Consumption Assessment. Greenhouse Gases:
Science and Technology, €70020.

Puranjoz Sar, Umakanta_Ngangkham, Koushik Chakraborty, B. C. Verma, Priyamedha, Amrita Banerf'ee,. N. P. Mandal,
Somnath Roy (2026). Yield Stability of aus Rice Genotypes Across Contrasting Rainfed Agro- Ecologies: Identifying
Potential Donors for Rainfed Rice Improvement Indian Journal of Genetics and Plant Breeding. https://doi.org/10.1007/
$44489-026-00022-3.

Rajbonshi, M.P., Bhattacharyya, P., & Mitra, S. (2026). Investigating the critical roles of soil enzymes in re%ulating
greenhouse gas emissions from rice paddy under various climate smart agriculture practices. Bioresource Technology
Reports, 102884.

Sahoo, P., Behera, M., Behera, L., Munda, S., Sarkar, S., Jena, M., & Chakraborti, M. (2026). Marker-assisted introgression
of brown planthopper resistance and herbicide tolerance for integrated pest management in direct seeded rice. Molecular
Breeding, 46(5), 38.

Srivastava, A., Gangola, S., Rani, A., Panneerselvam, P., & Mitra, D. (2026). Promoting a sustainable agriculture practice
by recycling of waste generated in the Indian Himalayan region: A dual approach towards achieving SDG 11, 12, and
15. Current Opinion in Environmental Sustainability, 81, 101645.

Srivastava, A., Jevti¢, G., Milenkovi¢, J., Andjelkovi¢, S., Thankappan, S., Boutaj, H., & Assefa, A. (2026). Emerging role of
hydrophobins as a novel bio-surfactant and its multifaceted applications for sustainable practices: a mini-revsiew. Archives
of Microbiology, 208(6), 298.

Tripathi, R., Nayak, A. N., Gouda, A. K., Priyadarshini, S., Jena, S. S., & Sahu, S. R. (2026). Decarbonization from
zi\og6riculture and Voluntary Carbon Markets across the World: Opportunities and Challenges. Eurasian Soil Science, 59(6),

Tripathi, R., Mohapatra, R.R., Sahu, S. R., Goud, B. R., Debnath, M., Jambhulkar, N. N., (2026). Crop modelling for impact
assessment and identifying adaptation strategies under chan%ing climate scenarios: a comprehensive review. Proceedings of
the Indian National Science Academy. https://doi.org/10.1007/s43538-026-00706-0.

Ziom Adam Michael, Anjani Kumar*, Ashish Kumar Dash, Rameswar Prasad Sah, Periyasamy Panneerselvam, Sangita
Mohanty, Rituparna Mandal, Anupama Baliarsingh, R K Nayak, Triyugi Nath, Narayan Panda, Panneerselvam Peramaiyan,
Pratap Bhattacharyya & Amaresﬁ Kumar Nayak (2026). Elucidating the Impact of Elevated Ozone Concentrations on
Rhizospheric Carbon Pools in Relation to Metli,ane Emission in Tropical Rice Fields, Ozone: Science & Engineering, 48:1,
53-65, DOI: 10.1080/01919512.2025.

Popular Article

Gayatri Sinha, Shiv Mangal Prasad, Tamireddy Anjali, Arka Chakravorty and Sumit Singh (June 2026). “Alp Upyog Vale
Goun Falon ke Poushnikewam Aushdhiya Mahatva” Bhadrika Punj” Annual Hindi Magazine of ICAR-IARI, Jharkhand
(2026) Vol.01 (Year 03), pp 57 — 58.
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Himani Priya, Ranjeet Singh, Prabhat Kumar Guru, Mukesh Tiwari and Shiv Mangal Prasad (June 2026). “Biochar: Amliya
Mridaon ki Urvartaewam Utpadakta Badhane Ki ek Prabhavi Taknik” “Bhadrika Punj” Annual Hindi Magazine of ICAR-

IARI, Jharkhand (2025) Vol.01 (Year 04), pp 48— 50

Piyush Kumar Bhargav, Shambhunath Karmkar and Shiv Mangal Prasad (June 2026). “Satat Krishi ewam Mrida Swasthya
gnegn Biochar ki Bhumika “Bhadrika Punj” Annual Hindi Magazine of ICAR-IARI, Jharkhand (2025) Vol.01 (Year 04), pp
Shiv Mangal Prasad, Pankaj Kumar Singh, Sujata Sethy and Himani Priya (June 2026). “Mushroom ke vividh \E/anjan
ewam Utpad “Bhadrika Punj” Annual Hindi Magazine of ICAR-IARI Jharkhand (2026) Vol.01 (Year 04), pp 42— 44.
Sujata Sethy, Shiv Mangal Prasad and Himani Priya (June 2026). “Swasth Shareer ewam Deemag ke liye Monsoon ke
samay ka Aahar” “Bhadrika Punj” Annual Hindi Magazine of ICAR-IARI, Jharkhand (2026) Vol.01 (Year 04) pp 59 — 60.

Research/Extension/Technology Bulletins
a1 I HEA T T e &% T GSIwEiesh (TSl shiehishn) T TSAhIeh (THIEIIaet ATEcist) HIa] o T WAgAIheie - IUs
FAR, °t g=igeresm ve fora @t wame. CRRI Technology Bulletin No. 270.
Liquid Bioinoculant of Endophytic (4zotobacter chroococcum) Nitrogen Fixing Bacteria (NRRI-EndoN) for Vegetable
Crops - Upendra Kumar, P. Panneerselvam, Laxmipriya Dash, Sai Krishna Repalli, Rashmita Rani Rath. CRRI Technology
Bulletin No. 271.
6gISIaIT@ 9080 QUG 6RIRIS ARG AIFIA (“AIR] gR”) @ §QI6 gTal JAQR1, T. ARIACARNE, oA AQRIQ, RIS
o4 6@@l. CRKI Technology Bulletin No. 272.
Essential Natural Enemies in the Harmony of Rice Ecosystem and Their Conservation — Prasanthi Golive, S.D. Mohapatra,
Soumya Shephalika Dash and Raghavendra Goud. CRRI Technology Bulletin No. 273.
Trait-Specific Rice Germplasm Registered with NBPGR - P Sanghamitra, F Jahan, R Behera, M Patra, BC Marndi, S Sarkar,
N Basak, G Kumar, Anilkumar C, LK Bose, SK Dash, ] Meher, Reshmiraj KR. CRRI Technology Bulletin No. 274.
Catalogue of Promising Rice Landraces for High-Yielding Variety Development - P Sanghamitra, F Jahan, R Behera,
M Patra, BC Marndi, S Sarkar, N Basak, G Kumar, Anilkumar g, LK Bose SK Dash J Meher, Reshmiraj KR. CRRI
Technology Bulletin No. 275.
Integrated Management of Bacterial leaf blight of rice — Raghu S, Jeevan B, Rupak Jena, Gaurav Kumar, Arup Kumar
Mukherjee, Totan Adak and S.D. Mohapatra. CRRI Technology Bulletin No. 276.

Rice Blast Disease and its inte%rated management — Raghu S, Jeevan B, Rupak Jena, Gaurav Kumar, Keerthana U, Totan
Adak and S.D. Mohapatra. CRRI Technology Bulletin No. 277.

Rice False Smut Disease and Its integrated management - Raghu S, Jeevan B, Rupak Jena, Gaurav Kumar, Manas Kumar
Bag, Totan Adak and S.D. Mohapatra. CRRI Technology Bulletin No. 278.

Rice Sheath Blight Disease and Its integrated management - Raghu S, Jeevan B, Rupak Jena, Gaurav Kumar, Srikanta
Lenka, Totan Adak and S.D. Mohapatra. CRRI Technology Bulletin No. 279.

Physiological Advances in Rice Research at ICAR-CRRI: Enhancin% Yield, Photosgnthetic Efficiency, and Climate Resilience
for Sustainable Productivity - Milan Kumar Lal, Koushik Chakraborty, Saswat Swarup Padhi, Ramani Kumar Sarkar, MJ
Baig, Padmini Swain. CRRI Research Bulletin No. 64.

Advancement in Drought Physiology of Rice: A Research Continuum from Genotypic Selection to Genomic Precision
at ICAR-CRRI, Cuttack - Milan Kumar Lal, Koushik Chakraborty, PadminiSwain, Bandana Mohapatra, MJ Baig. CRRI
Research Bulletin No. 65.

Illuminating Shade Adaptation Through Physiological Research at ICAR-CRRI Shaped Low-Light Stress Understanding
and Germplasm Utilization in Rice - Milan Kumar Lal, Koushik Chakraborty, Laxmipriya Behera, MJ Baig, Padmini
Swain. CRRI Research Bulletin No. 66.

Biofertilizer Model Village: Chemical Overload Transformed into Nature-Powered Fields. Upendra Kumar, S Paul, Sai
Krishna Repalli, Rashmita Rani Rath, P. Panneerselvam, B Mondal, AK Mukherjee, Annie Poonam, D. Chatterjee, RL
Verma, GAK Kumar. CRRI Extension Bulletin No. 30.

Production, Popularization and Supply of Quality Bioinoculants for Rice-based Cropping and Farming System of Odisha
(Jaiva-Poshak)-EAP 416 — Nurturing the Soil for a Sustainable Tomorrow. Upendra Kumar, Rashmita Rani Rath, Sai
Krishna Repalli, P. Panneerselvam, B. Mondal, AK Mukherjee, Annie Poonam, D. Chatterjee, S Paul, RL Verma, GAK
Kumar. CRRI Extension Bulletin No. 31.

Organic Processes for Rice and Vegetable Crops for Odisha. (Odia) Upendra Kumar, Rashmita Rani Rath, Lakshmipriya
Dash, Gayatri Sinha. CRRI Extension Bulletin No. 32.
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ot 2395 Riz A 6 30d 2026 DI FHRIRAE, Hed A »  Shri Devender Singh joined ICAR-CRRI, Cuttack as an
TRTGD (ASRH RISTHTSY) & U¢ TR | Assistant Director (OL) on 6 April 2026.

RYTHIAR01/ EQ?ﬂ'lFI Transfer/ Resignation

S ydg ﬁl’s’% Tepiteh! MUDRI, Py, BISTHT DI 10 T Dr. Bhoopendra Singh, Chief Technical Officer, KVK,

2026 BI

’ d Al Koderma transferred/relieved on 10 June 2026.
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The story of modern India’s rise to food sovereignty is
inseparable from the scientific vision and historic dedication
of the ICAR-Central Rice Research Institute (CRRI), Cuttack.
When our young nation faced severe food deficits, CRRI stood
as a proud pillar of the Green Revolution. Through decades of
pioneering genetic exploration, vast germplasm conservation,
and an enduring culture of interdisciplinary collaboration,
our breeders, soil chemists, entomologists, pathologists,
physiologist and economists worked hand-in-hand to replace
ship-to-mouth insecurity with robust national self-sufficiency.

Today, Indian agriculture confronts a profound
new horizon. Accelerating climate fluctuations, diminishing
freshwater tables, and shifting consumer preferences demand
that we look beyond raw tonnage alone. Rice can no longer be
evaluated purely as a calorie-dense subsistence staple. It must
become a highly remunerative, climate-smart, and health-
enriching commodity. At CRRI, our mandate has evolved to
meet this defining moment by engineering new-generation
rice types: biofortified nutrient-dense lines that tackle hidden
hunger, exquisite premium-quality aromatic cultivars that
fetch higher market prices, climate-resilient germplasm that
withstands abiotic shocks, high-yielding heterotic hybrids,
and water-frugal aerobic rices designed to conserve our vital
aquifers.

To fast-track this commercial and ecological
transformation, CRRI is harnessing cutting-edge innovations
across every node of our pipeline. By deploying speed
breeding facilities, marker-assisted backcrossing, genomic
selection, doubled haploidy, and digital phenotyping
platforms, our teams are dramatically shortening breeding
horizons. Simultaneously, we are leveraging precision farming
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protocols including Al-assisted pest forecasting, multispectral
drone imaging, and targeted nutrient inputs ensuring that our
farmers reduce out-of-pocket costs while harvesting grain that
commands premium prices in domestic and global supply
chains.

The quarter of April to June 2026 brought
extraordinary validation of this vision across national
forums and research trials. Our scientific teams actively
contributed to the 61 Annual Rice Research Group Meeting,
synchronizing institutional priorities with national breeding
trials and modern agronomic standards. The meeting marked
a historic milestone for the institute, culminating in the
Varietal Identification Committee’s (VIC) recommendation
of an unprecedented 14 CRRI-bred varieties and hybrids for
national release. This cutting-edge basket directly addresses
the country’s most urgent resource limitations and nutritional
mandates. It delivers water-saving aerobic resilience through
CR Dhan 217, innovative non-transgenic weed control via
the herbicide-tolerant CR Dhan 813, and high yield potential
through hybrids CR Sankar Dhan 707 and CR Sankar Dhan
708. Confronting declining soil health and rising fertilizer
costs, this landmark release also contributes nutrient-use-
efficient varieties: low-nitrogen tolerant CR Dhan 339 and
CR Dhan 346, alongside low-phosphorus tolerant CR Dhan
342, CR Dhan 345, and CR Dhan 347, along with other
high-yielding cultivars CR Dhan 340, CR Dhan 341, CR
Dhan 343, CR Dhan 344, and CR Dhan 348. In addition,
fortifying our intellectual property and genetic repository,
the institute successfully registered four unique germplasm
lines with ICAR-NBPGR and secured statutory PPV&FRA
protection for eight notified varieties to accelerate their
commercialization and protect national biodiversity.

Building upon these identification breakthroughs,
our teams spent on pre-monsoon activity swept across the
agrarian landscape, the institute turned outward to farming
communities through vibrant pre-kharif Kisan Melas, farm
interface days, and scientific advisory drives across eastern
India, ensuring that certified seed stocks of our premium and
resilient varieties reached progressive growers ahead of the
rains.

From establishing the bedrock of national food
security decades ago to deploying frontier science that makes
modern rice farming sustainable, nourishing, and richly
profitable today, CRRI’s commitment remains unwavering.
By uniting scientific excellence with deep reverence for
our growers, we continue to power the prosperity of Indian
agriculture for generations to come.
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