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ICAR-CRRI, Cuttack Hosts Live
Streaming of Hon’ble PM Modi’s
Launch of Major Agricultural
Initiatives

ICAR—Central Rice Research Institute
CRRI), Cuttack organized the live
reaming of Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi’s launch of two landmark
agricultural initiatives - the Pradhan
Mantri Dhan-Dhaanya Krishi Yojana and
the Self-Reliance in Pulses Mission on
October 11, 2025. Altogether 465 farmers
and farmwomen (male-249; female-216
from Scheduled Caste Sub Plan (SCSP
adopted villages of Cuttack and Khordha
districts enthusiastically participated in
the programme at MKCG Auditorium of
ICAR-CRRI, Cuttack campus.
These new initiatives are aimed at
transforming India’s  agriculture by
enhancing crop productivity, expanding
irri%ation coverage, improving access to
both short- and long-term agricultural
credit, and reducing import dependence
through increased domestic production.
The Prime Minister also launched and
laid the foundation stone for more than
1,100 projects in agriculture and allied
sectors, worth over 242,000 crore. Durin,
the event, Shri Modi interacted wit
progressive farmers practicing natural
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farming and recognized outstanding contributions of farmers,
FPOs, and cooperatives.

The event coincided with the birth anniversary of Loknayak
Jayaprakash Narayan and the beginning of the Rabi sowing
season, symbolizing a renewed commitment to strengthen
the farming sector and achieve self-reliance in food and
nutrition security. The live streaming at ICAR-CRRI, Cuttack
served as an inspiring platform for farmers to witness the
government’s vision for a prosperous, sustainable, and self-
reliant agricultural future.

Visit of Union Agriculture Minister to ICAR-CRRI,
Cuttack Marks a Key Milestone in Empowering
Odisha’s Farmers

The Hon’ble Union Minister for Agriculture and Farmers’
Welfare Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan chaired a high-level
meeting on “Convergence Strategies for Implementation of
PM Dhan-Dhanya Krishi Yojana, Mission for Atmanirbharta
in Pulses and National Mission for Natural Farming” during
his visit to [CAR-Central Rice Research Institute, Cuttack on
10" November 2025. Shri Kanak Vardhan Singh Deo, Hon’ble
Deputy Chief Minister, Govt. of Odisha graced the occasion
as special 1gueé‘[. Dr. M.L. Jat, Secretary, Department of
Agricultural Research and Education, Dr. Devesh Chaturvedi,
Additional Secretary, DARE & Secretary, ICAR joined
virtually. Smt. F. Deborah Initha, Joint Secretary (Crops),
Govt. of India, Dr. D.K. Yadav, Deputy Director General (Crop
Science); Dr A.K. Nayak, Deputy Director General (Natural
Resources Management); Dr. N.P. Dixit, Director, Indian
Institute of Pulse Research, Scientists, officers from state
government departments and about 400 farmers participated
in the meeting.

The Hon’ble Union Minister stated that central government
schemes, in collaboration with the state government, will
significantly transform the lives of farmers. He highlighted
that Odisha is making remarkable progress in vegetable
cultivation through natural farming. He emphasized efforts
to ensure farmers receive fair prices for their produce. The
Hon’ble Minister encouraged the large-scale production of
pulses in Odisha for its favorable climate. He urged farmers
to move away from toxic chemicals and adopt natural and
integrated farming practices, including animal husbandry,
fisheries, and poultry. During his visit to Rajhans village in
Cuttack Sadar, the Hon’ble Minister interacted with farmers
to understand their agricultural challenges and advised them
to diversify their crops beyond rice and vegetables, including
seed production.

Shri Kanak Vardhan Singh Deo, Deputy Chief Minister
and Agriculture Minister, Government of Odisha in his
address said that the State of Odisha is working jointly for
the betterment of agriculture through Central Government
sponsored schemes, financial and technical assistance,
ecentralized schemes, policy convergence and coordinated
implementation of various programmes.

Dr. M.L. Jat, Secretary, DARE & Director General of ICAR,
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stated that Odisha has a vast biodiversity structure. Currently,
Odisha is emphasizing natural farming, and ICAR has
undertaken domain work for this. Very soon, the domain of
natural farming will be integrated with Odisha’s biodiversity.
Dr. Devesh Chaturvedi, Additional Secretary of DARE and
Secretary of ICAR, emphasized the need for area expansion
and increased production of palm oil in Odisha.

Dr. D.K. Yadav, DDG (Crop Sciences), emphasized the
need for coordinated efforts among government agencies,
agricultural institutions, and farmer groups to effectively
implement agricultural plans at the grassroots level. Dr.
A K. Nayak, DDG (NRM), highlighted that natural farming
enhances soil health, reduces costs, and raises farmers’ incomes
by eliminating costly chemical inputs and conserving water.
Mrs. F. Deborah Initha, Joint Secretary (Crops), outlined the
implementation schedule of the Pradhan Mantri Dhan-Dhanya
Krishi Yojana, covering four districts of Odisha among 100
nationwide. Dr. N.P. Dixit, Director, [IPR, emphasized India’s
potential to become a leading global exporter of pulses.

Dr. G.A.K. Kumar, Director, ICAR-CRRI, welcomed the
Hon’ble Union Minister and dignitaries, different stakeholders,
farmers and Dr. Rahul Tripathi, Principal Scientist proposed a
formal vote of thanks.

CRRI Hosts Live Streaming of 21 Installment Release of
PM-KISANSammanNidhiProgrammeinthepresenceof
Hon’ble Union Minister for Tribal Affairs ShriJual Oram

“The PM-KISAN scheme have been playing a pivotal role
in uplifting farmers’ conditions by providing direct income
support enhancing their financial stability, boosting investment
in agricultural inputs and reducing their dependence on credit
sources since its inception”, said the Hon’ble Union Minister
for Tribal Affairs Shri Jual Oram while chairing the live
$treaming programme of the release of the 21 installment
of the PM-KISAN organized on 19" November 2025 by the
Central Rice Research Institute, Cuttack in collaboration
with Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Santhapur, Cuttack. The Hon’ble
minister further said that the financial assistance through 214
distribution of PM Kisan Scheme is another milestone in the
government’s ongoing efforts to support farmers across the
country. This money transfer is facilitating the beneficiary
farmers to purchase critical inputs in urgency as well as to
invest in modern practices. He made a clarion call to minimize
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the use of chemical fertilizers and emphasized for organic
farming.
Dr. G.A K. Kumar, Director, [ICAR—CRRI heartily welcomed
the Hon’ble Union Minister and addressed the gathering on
the benefits of PM-KISAN scheme in Odisha. He urged the
Hon’ble Union Minister to create facilitation centres in each
district of Odisha for those famers who are still left out to be
registered to avail the benefits of this scheme.
Dr. S.D. Mohapatra, Chairperson, Organizing Commit-
tee, while delivering the welcome address underscored the
scheme’s monumental impact on facilitating financial support
directly to the beneficiaries.
A farmer interaction programme was organized in which
about 286 farmers and If)alrm women participated from various
districts of Odisha. The Hon’ble Union Minister interacted
with the farmers and felicitated progressive farmers for their
notable contributions to agricultural growth in Odisha.
Dr. K. Chakraborty and Dr. P.C. Jena coordinated the pro-
%ramme as the Organizing Secretaries. Dr. Biswajit Mondal,
o-Chairperson, Organizing Committee proposed vote of

thanks.

Hon’ble MP Mr. Sukanta Panigrahi Visits ICAR-
CRRI, Cuttack

Mr. Sukanta Panigrahi, Hon’ble Member
of Parliament, Kandhamal, Odisha visited
ICAR—Central Rice Research Institute
{ (CRRI), Cuttack on 16 October 2025.
oo¢ During his visit, he interacted with Dr.
| G.A.K. Kumar, Director, ICAR-CRRI, and
the Heads of Divisions, Administration and
| Finance. The discussions focused on the
institute’s ongoing research programmes,
developmental initiatives, and various
government schemes being implemented
for the benefit of farmers, particularly
the tribal communities, to enhance their
livelihood and income opportunities.
Mr. Panigrahi appreciated the institute’s
efforts in promoting innovative rice-
based technologies and its commitment to
sustainable agricultural development.

Visit of Hon’ble QRT Members to ICAR-Central Rice
Research Institute, Cuttack

A visit of the Hon’ble QRT members
was held at ICAR-Central Rice
Research Institute (CRRI), Cuttack
on 22 October 2025. The programme
commenced with a warm welcome
address by Dr.  Sanghamitra
Samantaray, Head, Crop Improvement
Division and Member Secretary,
QRT. This was followed by insightful
remarks from QRT members Dr. R.K.
Samanta, Former Vice-Chancellor
of BCKYV, West Bengal; and Mr.
K. V. Iyer, Expert at the Agribusiness
Foundation at IIT, Kharagpur, who
interacted with all the scientists of the
institute and appreciated the ongoing
research activities. Dr. G.A K. Kumar,
Director, CRRI, also addressed the
gathering, highlighting the institute’s
recent achievements and future research priorities. The
event concluded with a vote of thanks proposed by Dr. P.
Panneerselvam, Principal Scientist, Crop Production Division.
Later, the QRT members visited various laboratories of the
institute to review the research facilities and ongoing projects
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Visit of Hon’ble QRT Members to }entral Rainfed
Upland Rice Research Station (CRURRS), Hazaribag

Hon’ble QRT members Dr. A.R.
Sharma, Former Director Research,
RLBCAU, Jhansi; Dr. PV
Satyanarayan, Director Research,
ANGRAU; along with Dr. P
Bhattacharya, Head, CPD, and Dr.
B. Mondal, Principal Scientist &
I/c PME Cell, ICAR-CRRI visited
ICAR-CRRI-CRURRS, Hazaribag
on 22 October 2025. The visit began
with a welcome address by Dr. N.P.
Mandal, Head, CRURRS, followed
by a presentation on the station’s
five-year achievements. The QRT
members interacted with scientists,
appreciated ongoing research, and suggested initiatives
on export-oriented crops, rice-based systems, DSR, and
farm mechanization. They reviewed experimental fields,
laboratories, and planted saplings before visiting farmers’
fields at Charhi.

On 23 October, the team visited ICAR-IARI, Jharkhand, and
KVK, Koderma, holding interactions with faculty, scientists,
and farmers during a Kisan Gosthi. On 24 October, they
visited ICAR-ITAB and ICAR-NISA, Ranchi, reviewed
facilities, and discussed opportunities for academic and
research collaborations.

Institute Observes Special Campaign 5.0 with Active
Swachhata Efforts

During the Special Campaign 5.0 (2-31 October 2025),
the Institute actively undertook a series of Swachhata and
pendency-reduction initiatives as per directives of ICAR,
New Delhi. The campaign was coordinated by the Institute
Swachha Bharat Committee under the leadership of Dr.
Srikanta Lenka, with Dr. Reshmi Raj and Dr. Rubina Khanam
as Nodal Officers. The campaign commenced on 2 October
with a garlanding ceremony of the statues of Mahatma
Gandhi and other freedom fighters, graced by the floral
tribute from Director-designate Dr. B. Mondal. Throughout
the month, the Committee, along with institute staff, students,
groject personnel and contractual workers, organized 11

wachhata drives across the campus, residential areas and the
Sarbeswar Temple, and conducted 17 monitoring visits across
laboratories, administrative units, the library, Publication
Unit, and staff sitting rooms. Additionally, actions were
initiated through e-office for condemnation and e-auction
of 259 identified items from various units to facilitate space
optimization and revenue generation, with the Auction

ommittee progressing toward timely disposal of waste and

e-waste materials.

National Unity Day (Rashtriya Ekta Diwas) Celebration
at ICAR-CRRI, Cuttack

The National Unity Day (Rashtriya Ekta Diwas) was ob-
served on 31% October 2025 at

ICAR—Central Rice Research In-

stitute (CRRI), Cuttack to com-
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memorate the birth anniversary of
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, the [ron
Man of India. On this occasion, the
Unity Pledge was administered by
Dr. Sangamitra Samantaray, Direc-
tor, ICAR—CRRI, Cuttack.

8 The programme commenced with
a welcome address by Dr. N.N.
LM Jambhulkar, Scientist, SSD. Dr. P.
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Bhattacharyya, Head, Crop Production Division, delivered
an insi htfﬁ, talk on “Management and Leadership Skills”,
while Shri V. Ganesh Kumar, SAO, spoke on “Unity in
Diversig”. Dr. Sangamitra Samantaray, Director, ICAR-—
CRRI, Cuttack, addressed the gathering and highlighted the
importance of unity and integrity in national development.
The event concluded with a vote of thanks proposed by Mr.

M.K. Nayak, STO, SSD.

Promoting Integrity and Transparency: Vigilance
Awareness Week—2025 at ICAR-CRRI, Cuttack

Vigilance Awareness Week—2025 was
observed at ICAR—CRRI, Cuttack,
from 27% October to 2" November
2025 on the theme “Vigilance: Our
Shared Responsibility” (FdddT.
RIEN] ), in line with the Central
Vigilance Commission’s initiative.

The observance began with the
M [ntegrity Pledge, administered by
1% Dr. G.A.K. Kumar, Director, ICAR—
CRRI, followed by a workshop-
cum-seminar addressed by Dr.
Sunil Kumar Das, CFAO, ICAR-
NIASM, Baramati, who emphasized
transparency and ethical governance.

Various activities were held during the week — a quiz
(28 Oct 2025), debate and awareness walk (29 Oct 2025)
under the guidance of Dr. P.C. Rath, Vigilance Officer, and
a slogan competition (30 Oct 2025) among IARI-CRRI
Hub students. Gram Sabhas were organized on November
1, 2025, at Sudusailo village of Cuttack and Ulidihi village
of Mayurbhanj district. The programmes were conducted
in the presence of Dr. Srikant Lenka, Dr. P.C. Jena, Dr. B.
Raghavendra Goud (Scientist), and Shri Dularam Majhi
(Technical Assistant) from ICAR—CRRI, Cuttack, to promote
participative vigilance and community awareness on ethical
governance, attended by local farmers and farm women.

The closing ceremony on 3" November 2025 was held in the
presence of Lt. Col. Bibekananda Pattanaik, Registrar, Institute
of Physics, Bhubaneswar, as Chief Guest, who delivered an
insightful speech on preventive vigilance and the importance
of proactive steps in fostering transparency and ethics. The
results of various competitions were announced, and prizes
were distributed during the valedictory function, chaired by
Dr. Pratap Bhattacharyya, Director (I/c), ICAR—CRRI, and
co-chaired by Dr. P.C. Rath, Vigilance Officer, ICAR—CRRI.
At the end, Mrs. Rosalin Swain, Senior Technical Officer
offered the formal vote of thanks.
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Odisha hosts dialogue to strengthen evidence and action
on rice crop loss

Odisha recently hosted a key multi-
stakeholder dialogue to align evidence,
institutions, and communities for
improving rice crop loss estimation
under the Global Burden of Crop
Loss (GBCL) initiative led by CABI.
The programme, implemented in
collaboration with ICAR-CRRI and
partners including AbacusBio, focuses
on understanding biotic and abiotic
stresses affecting rice in the state.
Launched in September, the initiative
has already brought together over 75
stakeholders to assess gender and socio-
economic impacts of crop loss. A three-day workshop held on
4-6 November in Bhubaneswar and Cuttack convened more
than 80 participants from government, research institutions,
academia, NGOs, and media to map evidence flows, data
gaps, and decision-making processes.

Experts including Dr. Krishna Pati (Govt. of Odisha), Dr. A.
Sarangi (ICAR-IIWM), and Dr. P. Bhattacharyya (ICAR-
CRRI) emphasized the need for robust, reliable loss estimates
to strengthen crop insurance, remote sensing models, and
state-level data systems. CABI’s Global Director, Cambria
Finegold, highlighted the importance of protecting yields
amid climate and food security challenges.

CRRI and CABI will continue consultations to address
bottlenecks and jointly plan the generation and use of trusted
rice crop loss data over the next two years.

ICAR—-CRRI Celebrates National Education Day with
Workshop on Research, Innovation, and Start-up
Ecosystem

ICAR—Central Rice Research
Institute (CRRY), Cuttack,
i celebrated National Education
Day with a one-day workshop
titled “Bridging Research and
Innovation: From Knowledge
to Technology and Start-up
Ecosystem” on November 11,
2025. The event was organized
by ICAR—CRRI in collaboration
with the Indian National Young
Academy of Science (INYY),
New Delhi, and the National
Academy of Agricultural Sciences (NAAS), New Delhi.
The workshop aimed to foster dialogue among researchers,
innovators, and entrepreneurs to translate scientific
knowledge into practical technologies and strengthen the
start-up ecosystem in agriculture. It brought together leading
scientists, entrepreneurs, and over 100 students to explore
innovation-led education and agri-entrepreneurship.

Dr. Mrutyunjay Suar, Director General (R&D), KIIT School
of Business, delivered the keynote address on “Education,
Innovation, and Nation Building.” Dr. G.A.K. Kumar,
Director, ICAR—CRRI, highlighted the institute’s commitment
to transforming research outputs into impactful technologies.
Technical sessions focused on Intellectual Property Rights

CRRI Newsletter October-December, 2025 = ()7



- ﬂ%ﬂﬁﬁ_‘w’:ﬁ—- ¥
e — o
NS T T /

W ¥ Sifge Gual PR (PR), WM & caagmieRur
e
SleNS & faRIS SR oH-AH H-Ie! m'gm T

H 9y R-Usens usd o1 i T,
FAUIAD! B PIY-LICHY RITUT HIA & [eTd YRT&m,

3R 34 TG dH DT WWW%IWW
Wgﬂsﬁﬁsmm B R HY I IuHH A
Fao, TR, 3R Y 701 B HTaT BT geg I &
D MG & T g3l

TUUTH & AR

aaq;é'v??rq &aﬁwﬂ (FSHRIAR3ME), 3

?T%%%W R Seprerlt (SmEuaTSyTy), 7 fowelt iR

3fepTeH! (TTUUTY), Hedh-Ha-4R AR P JgalT
MICT DRAHH BT A foba |

1oﬁrmaﬂﬁmm|$waﬁrﬁaﬁn%a€am%rwﬂ
?% TG YT R Qe gaensit w1 R fasan, foraw

. 9 ’.
wﬁn&ﬂqﬁgﬁzﬁﬁ%ﬁwqﬁzm@aélsﬂﬁﬁ:{%
I faTH # I9d IeMHD ST 3R Wit ARy
U T U B BT TR U ol

| Sfeel, O STaT THRT 3R IR A9 . e
Td 3 uTd 3 ST Q 949f far iR IRuerds yTvor
| IS -1 gal BTl Pl fa31T B gFaT BT Wil B, (T

gq
IFF €. e 3 7 fba
BE GRT VefRid Shdd Solf 3R I8 = 3% URa- BI I
SR Y F AP IRV T I NG & DY & B SR
a1 59 erier 3 TRIF o I8 ufdegd R § Waifed ot
5 g8 3T it & TaIvD! 3R WMedbdial o) IRT B 3R
3MHR 1 H TG BT |

YRd & Afaur $t 75dF aufris smaifora
FHET AT STIYH YRIF, Hed J YR & AU B I
%Wﬁzegqmzozsﬁﬁmmgmluﬂ?ﬂuﬁ

YT URYG SR HRA WBR & G & SIIR, 39 TR
%aﬁewq M, W], GAEdT 3R YSaR & g dquTe
Tl & SR # SIFTESHAT 9] ATl FRIGH § IRIM F FHexd

Bl SU®. $AR A WAUH DI TG Tedr TIh Jai Bl
Oy feamn SR & i HERd &g ™Y FHal aur

08 = HHRIRSTE Ge1-U7, TR, - [GWaR, 2025

(IPR), technology commercialization, and the Agri-Business
Incubation (ABI) ecosystem, featuring experts from CSIR—
IMMT, DBT-ILS, KIIT-TBI, and prominent agripreneurs.

The workshop also showcased the VIKAS R-ABI initiative,
which supports young innovators through training,
mentorship, and funding assistance of up to ¥4 lakhs to
establish agri-startups. The programme concluded with a
collective call to empower youth in transforming scientific
ideas into sustainable agribusiness ventures, reinforcing the
spirit of innovation, entrepreneurship, and nation-building.

ICAR-CRRI Hosts Student Outreach Programme in
Collaboration with INYAS and NAAS

S M) A2k bt 0 HE WAL IOAR 50 ol b SRR ) r

S HE

The ICAR—Central Rice Research Institute (CRRI), Cuttack
organized a lar%je—scale student outreach programme in
collaboration with the Indian National Young Academy of
Science (INYAS), New Delhi, and the National Academy
of Agricultural Sciences (NAAS), Cuttack—Bhubaneswar
Chapter on 21 November 2025. Altogether 273 students
and 10 teachers from Delhi Public School (DPS), Kalinga
participated in the event.

As part of the exposure visit, students explored several key
research and educational facilities of the institute, including
the Bio-fertilizer Unit, Pesticide Residue Laboratory, Oryza
Museum, Farm Machinery Unit, and the Biocontrol Unit. The
visit provided them with firsthand knowledge of advanced
scientific research and technological innovations in rice
science.

Dr. G.A.K. Kumar, Director, ICAR-CRRI, along with Dr.
Pratap Bhattacharyya, Head, Crop Production Division,
and Senior Scientists Dr. Sushmita Munda and Dr. Sudipta
Paul, interacted with the students and delivered motivational
talks. The speakers encouraged the young learners to explore
the world of science, nurture their curiosity, and develop
innovative ideas, envisioning themselves as future scientists,
entrepreneurs, and leaders. Dr. Totan Adak, Senior Scientist
coordinated the programme.

The vibrant energy and enthusiasm displayed by the students
highlighted their eagerness to learn and their potential to
contribute meaningfully to the nation’s scientific landscape.
The programme reaffirmed the institute’s commitment to
inspiring and shaping the next generation of innovators and
researchers.

75" Anniversary of the Constitution of India
Celebrated with Enthusiasm

The ICAR-Central Rice Research Institute, Cuttack observed
Constitution Day (Samvidhan Divas) on 26 November
2025 with Igreat respect and patriotic fervour, honouring the
adoption of the Constitution of India. As per the directives of
the ICAR & Government of India, the celebrations focused on
promoting awareness about the core constitutional values of
ustice, liberty, equality, and fraternity. . )

he programime %an with a Pledge Ceremony in which the
Director, Dr. G.A.K. Kumar, led the gathering by reading the
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Preamble to the Constitution, followed by all staff members
and students. Participants from various Regional Centres
and KVKs also joined the ceremony through online mode,
ensuring wider involvement. ) o
As part of the day’s activities, a Quiz Competition was
or%amzed, encouraging all staff members to participate in the
online quiz hosted on mygov.in and constitution75.com. The
initiative aimed to deepén knowledge about the Constitution
and promote civic awareness. . .
In the afternoon, a special talk was delivered by the Chief
Guest, Shri Satish Kumar Gajbhiye, IPS, Inspector General of
Police, Special Armed Police (SAI;), Odisha. In his address,
he highlighted the significance of constitutional values in
maintaining law, order, and social harmony, and inspired
&artlclpants to lgzhold their responsibilities as citizens. Dr.
A.K. Kumar, Director, [CAR-CRRI, Cuttack, delivered the
presidential remarks. Dr. Sudhamoy Mandal, Chairman of the
programme, welcomed the dignitaries. The event concluded
with a vote of thanks proposed by Shri Dhanesh Krishna R.
The Constitution Day celebration successfully reinforced
the importance of the Indian Constitution and strengthened
the collective resolve to contribute towards an inclusive and
democratic nation.

National Workshop on Eco-Friendly Use of Basic Slag and
Fly Ash for Acid Soil Management hosted by ICAR-CRRI
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Basic slag and fly ash, a by-product of the steel industry, have
long posed environmental challenges. SAFAR has introduced
an innovative solution by converting these industrial wastes
into EcoLime+, a soil amendment designed to manage
acid soils, enhance farm productivity, and promote circular
economy practices. The initiative is already operational
across six districts of Odisha. With the aim and objective to
extend it further to other districts, the ICAR—Central Rice
Research Ingtitute (CRRI), Cuttack, organised a national-
level workshop on the eco-friendly utilisation of basic slag
and fly ash for acid soil management as a prelude to the
upcoming World Soil Day 2025 celebrations on 2 December
2025. The programme was conducted under the Government
of Odisha-funded project SAFAR.

The workshop emphasised ICAR-CRRI’s commitment
to sustainable agriculture, soil health improvement, and
collaboration among researchers, policymakers, and industry
partners. Discussions focused on developing a practical
and scalable roadmap for upscaling EcoLime+ production
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and adoption at the field level. Stakeholders deliberated on
opportunities and challenges related to raw material sourcing,
production logistics, quality control, regulatory approvals, and
market linkages. A consolidated set of recommendations will
be submitted to the Government of Odisha for consideration
as a state-level action plan to support large-scale acid soil
management.

Shri Subhranshu Mishra, Additional Secretary, Department
of Agriculture and Farmers’ Empowerment, Government
of Odisha, attended as Chief Guest and highlighted the
importance of addressing acid soil challenges and the role
of EcoLime in improving farm productivity. The programme
was graced by Er. Debabrata Sethi, Environmental Engineer,
SPCB Odisha and Dr. Aviraj Dutta, Scientist, ICRISAT
Bhubaneswar, as Guests of Honour. The workshop was
chaired by Dr. G.A.K. Kumar, Director, I[CAR-CRRI.
Eighty-five participants attended the programme, including
officials from the State Government, representatives from
Tata Steel (Meramandali and Kalinganagar), Vedanta Pvt.
Ltd., Harsco India Pvt. Ltd., PRANA Climatech Pvt. Ltd.,
RM Agrico, Start-ups-Biotez Pvt. Ltd., farmer producer
organizations, and farmers from Angul, Dhenkanal,
Jharsuguda, Sundargarh, Jajpur, and Cuttack Districts.

Dr. Pratap Bhattacharya, Head of the Crop Production Division
and Principal Investigator of the SAFAR project, welcomed
the dignitaries and outlined the workshop’s objectives. Dr.
Manish Debnath, Organizing Secretary; Dr. Rubina Khanam
and Dr. D.R. Sarangi Co-organizing Secretaries coordinated

the programme.

MoU Exchanged Between ICAR-CRRI, Cuttack and
TNAPEx in Presence of Hon’ble Chief Minister of
Tamil Nadu

The ICAR-Central Rice Research Institute (CRRI),
Cuttack signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with the Tamil
Nadu Food Processing and Agricultural
Export Promotion Corporation
(TNAPEX) in the esteemed presence
. of the Hon’ble Chief Minister of Tamil
Nadu Thiru M.K. Stalin on 7 December
2025 at Madurai.

The MoU aims to foster collaboration
between the two organizations to
drive innovation, sustainability, and
enhanced efficiency in post-harvest
processing, value addition, marketing,
and export of agricultural and food
products. The partnership also focuses
on strengthening allied sectors to boost farmer income and
promote agri-based enterprises.

Dr. G.AK. Kumar, Director, ICAR-CRRI, Cuttack,
exchanged the MoU with Dr. K. Alagusundaram, MD & CEO
of TNAPEx, marking the beginning of a strategic initiative
towards transforming the rice value chain and expanding
%lobal market opportunities for Indian agricultural produce.

r. Sivashankari M., Scientist, ICAR—CRRI, also attended
the programme.

Mentorship Programme on Support Schemes for CRRI
Agripreneurs

A Mentorship Programme on Support Schemes for

Agripreneurs was organized at [CAR—Central Rice Research

Institute (ICAR-CRRI), Cuttack on 16 December 2025, with
sponsorship from the Agribusiness Incubation Centre (ABI).

The programme was chaired by Dr. G.A.K. Kumar, Director,
ICAR-CRRI, Cuttack, who emphasized the importance
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of creating meaningful impacts acro'ss\"l both Eban and
rural communities through smart farming innovations and
agribusiness development.

Mr. Chinmaya Behera, Additional Director of Agriculture,
APICOL, Bi;ubaneswar served as a key resource person
and delivered an 1ns1ghtful session on support schemes for
agripreneurs offered by the Agricultural Promotion and
Investment Corporation of Odisha Limited (APICOL). Mr.
Subash Kumar Sahu, IEDS, Assistant Director Grade-I,
MSME, Cuttack, deliberated on various support schemes
available for agripreneurs under the Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSME) sector.

The programme was conducted under the guidance of Dr.
BiswajitMondal, who served as the Course Director. Altogether
15 entrepreneurs from different parts of Odisha actively
participated in the programme, making the interactions hi Elhly
engaging and informative. The programme was successfully
coordinated by Ms. Shruti Snata Panda of ABIL.

ICAR-CRRI, Cuttack Observes Kisan Samman Diwas
in Tribute to Shri Chaudhary Charan Singh

On the occasion of

the birth anniversary
of Shri  Chaudhary
Charan Singh, former
Prime  Minister  of
India, the ICAR-
Central Rice Research
Ingtitute (ICAR-CRRI),
Cuttack organized
Kisan Samman Diwas
on 23 December
2025 at the Institute
under Swachhata
Pakhwada—2025. It witnessed the active participation of
about 105 farmers and farm women from Cuttack district
of Odisha, reflecting the Institute’s strong commitment to
farmer-centric research and outreach. Dr. G.A.K. Kumar,
Director, ICAR-CRRI, presided over the function and said
in his opening remarks that CRRI is dedicated to farmers
welfare in the region and the country. Shri Krushna Prasad
Das, Edition Head & DGM, Sambad-Kanak News, Cuttack,
graced the occasion as the Chief Guest and delivered an
inspiring lecture highlighting the contributions and ideas
of Shri Chaudhary Charan Singh, former Prime Minister of
India, in strengthening agriculture and farmer empowerment.

The Hon’ble Union Minister for Agriculture and Farmers’
Welfare, Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan, addressed the
participants via online platform. He emphasized on the special
provision and benefits of newly formed Act VB-G RAM G
to the farmers. Shri Bhagirath Choudhary, Minister of State
for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare of India also addressed
the farmers and officials from ICAR, KVK and SAUs during
the programme. An interactive farmer—scientist interaction
session provided a platform for farmers to discuss field-
level issues and technological solutions. As part of the event,
light traps were distributed to the farmers and farm women
to promote eco-friendly pest management practices. Dr. P.C.
Jena, Sr. Scientist & Co-Chairman, Organizing Committee
warmly welcomed all the dignitaries and participants and
Dr. Awadhesh Kumar, Sr. Scientist & Organizing Secretary,
presented the programme overview and introduced the Chief
Guest. The programme was coordinated by Dr. Gaurav
Kumar, Scientist & Co-organizing Secretary and moderated
by Dr. Rupak Jena, Scientist. The programme concluded with
a formal vote of thanks by Smt. Chandmuni Tudu, Senior
Technical Officer.
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ICAR-CRRI Hosts 34t Dr. Gopinath Sahu Memorial
Lecture in Hybrid Mode

The 34t Dr. Gopinath Sahu Memorial Lecture was organized
on 29 December 2025 at the ICAR—Central Rice Research
Institute (CRRI), Cuttack, by the Association of Rice Research
Workers (ARRW) in association with
the Dr. Gopinath Sahu Memorial Trust,
Cuttack, and ICAR-CRRI, Cuttack.
The programme was conducted in
hybrid mode, enabling both physical
and virtual participation.
The programme commenced with
| a solemn ceremonial lighting of
the lamp and floral tribute by
the dignitaries present, in fond
remembrance of Late Dr. Gopinath
Sahu. Dr. Rameswar Prasad Sah,
Secretary, ARRW, delivered the
welcome address. This was followed
by a brief account of the contributions
! and enduring legacy of Dr. Gopinath
Sahu, along with the significance of
the memorial lecture, presented by Dr. Koushik Chakraborty,
(kjlle&({if Crop Physiology and Biochemistry Division, ICAR-
The function was presided over by Dr. Sumanta Kumar
Mishra, Vice-President, ARRW. Dr. Sangita Mohanty, Editor-
in-Chief, ARRW, formally introduced the distinguished
speaker, Dr. Amulya Kumar Mohanty, Director, ICAR—
Agricultural Technology Application Research Institute
(ATARI), Ri-Bhoi, Meg%'lalaya.
Dr. Mohanty delivered the memorial lecture on “Strengthening
Research—Industry (R-I) Linkage in Agriculture for
Developing a Robust Agri-Business Ecosystem.” In his
thought-provoking address, he emphasized the need for
stronger collaboration between research institutions and
industry to enhance innovation, facilitate technology transfer,
and promote sustainable agri-business development, thereby
translating scientific research into tangible societal impact.
Dr. P.K. Mohapatra, President, Dr. Gopinath Sahu Memorial
Trust, provided valuable guidance and unwavering support
for the successful organization of the programme. Dr. Pratap
Bhattacharyya, Director, ICAR-CRRI, Cuttack extended
their encouragement and support to the event. The presence
of the Guest of Honour, Mrs. Basanti Sahu, wife of Late Dr.
Gopinath Sahu, added special significance to the occasion.
The programme concluded with a vote of thanks proposed
by Dr. Milan Kumar Lal, Councilor, ARRW, who expressed
sincere gratitude to the organizers, ARRW members, speaker,
dignitaries, and participants for their contributions toward the
successful conduct of the memorial lecture.

Swachhata Pakhwada-2025 at ICAR-CRRI, Cuttack

As per the directions of the Secretary, DARE & DG, ICAR,
ICAR—Central Rice Research Institute (CRRI), Cuttack
organized Swachhata Pledge Day on 16 December 2025 at
Dr. K. Ramiah Conference Hall to mark the commencement
of Swachhata Pakhwada—2025 (16-31 December 2025). Dr.
Srikanta Lenka briefed participants on the planned activities,
the Director, ICAR—gRRI administered the Swachhata
Pledge, and the Swachhata Anthem was displayed. Shri
Ganesh Kumar, Sr. AO, stressed avoiding single-use plastics
and tobacco products, while Swachhata messages were
disg)layed through LED screens and banners. About 80 officers
and staff participated and reaffirmed their commitment to
the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan. The concluding function of
Swachhata Pakhwada—2025, held on 2 January 2026, began
with opening remarks by Dr. Srikanta Lenka, Chairman,
Swachlll) Bharat Committee, highlighting the cleanliness
drives, awareness programmes, and community engagement
activities conducted during 16-31 December 2025. Mr.
Ashisha Kumar Sethy, Assistant Teacher, CRRI Government
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High School, and residents of Kanheipur village shared
their views on cleanliness, waste segregation, and collective
responsibility. Mr. Jubuli Behera, Deputy Commissioner
(Sanitation), Cuttack Municipal Corporation, graced the
occasion as Chief Guest and emphasized coordinated efforts
for effective urban sanitation.

Dr. G.A.K. Kumar, Director, ICAR-CRRI, stressed waste
reduction at source, innovative waste utilization in agriculture,
and the importance of public awareness for sustainable
development. Prizes were distributed to CRRI Government
High School students for drawing and essay competitions,
and Dr. Rubina Khanam was felicitated for her lecture on
Converting waste into wealth: sustainable innovations for
agriculture. The programme concluded with a vote of thanks
by Dr. Arabinda Mahanty and was moderated by Dr. Rubina
anam.
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Training Programmes
During the period following training programmes were organized by the institute, regional stations and KVKs.

Title of the training Duration/Date C O DL & Sponsor DN of
Coordinators participants
SRR MO i gelon 6 October 2025 | Dr. Bhoopendra Singh ICAR 25
system in orchard
E;?Zgéated disease management in 8 October 2025 | Ms. Nupur Choudhary ICAR 25
Potential entrepreneur opportunity | 14 ocioher 2025 | Mr. Vinay Kumar ICAR 25
agri horticultural system )
g;;%ﬁted ot L e in 16 October 2025 |  Dr. Rajan Kamboj ICAR 25
Scientific cultivation of marigold 23 October 2025 | Dr. Bhoopendra Singh ICAR 55
Scientific cultivation of onion 24 October 2025 | Dr. Bhoopendra Singh ICAR 25
: 22-24 October Dr. B. Raghavendra
Natural Farming 2025 Goud, Dr. Raghu S TSP 150
. . . Dr. Shyamaranjan Das
Nematodes in Mechanized Direct
Seeded Rice and its management 24 October 2025 weliEpElE, DI Al EAP-459 150
. Jena, Dr. Milan Kumar
through Biocontrol Agents Lal
iegrated Pest Managementin | 54 October 2025 | - Dr. Rajan Kamboj ICAR 25
Selection of technology for farm | »g .toper 2025 | Mr. Vinay Kumar ICAR 25
women
Importance of Soil Health &
Sustainable farming 30 October 2025 Mr. Debrup Ghosh ICAR 25
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Planning and layout of

organic nutritional gardening 30 October 2025 | Dr. Chanchila Kumari ICAR 25
establishment
Importance of balanced diet for | 34 g(ober 2025 | Dr. Chanchila Kumari ICAR 25
adolescence girl
Scientific Poultry Management 31 October 2025 Dr. R.K. Mohanta ICAR 25
Green Manuring for fertility 31 October 2025 Mr. Debrup Ghosh ICAR 25
1mprovement
Minimization of nutrient1oss in | 31 Gtober 2025 | Dr. Chanchila Kumari ICAR 25
processing
Methods of increasing Nitrogen | 3 Noyemper 2025 |  Dr. D.R. Sarangi ICAR 25
use efficiency in Rice
Pusa STFR meter: Use and 3-7 November
Application 2025 Mr. Debrup Ghosh ICAR 25
Sggg;or blastandisheatinblightiin 4 November 2025 | Ms. Nupur Choudhary ICAR 25
Sender mainstreaming through | 4 November 2025 | Dr. Chanchila Kumari ICAR 25
AOTEGIENS OF Caniie] £l (ki 4 November 2025 Mrs. B. Mounika ICAR 25
sponsored schemes in agriculture
Introduction of various farm
implements to reduce the drudgery | 6 November 2025 | Dr. Chanchila Kumari ICAR 25
of farm women
Training on different varieties of
oyster mushroom and its scientific | 7 November 2025 | Dr. Chanchila Kumari ICAR 25
production technology
Scientific cultivation of tomato 7 November 2025 | Dr. Bhoopendra Singh ICAR 25
nis S sea s anaE e nin 7 November 2025 | Ms. Nupur Choudhary ICAR 25
rabi crops
Income generation activity through | 10-14 November ] 3
Poshan vatika 2025 Dr. Chanchila Kumari ICAR 25
Different IFS module suitable for 12 November .
Koderma district 2025 Wl ity St U =
gltpgrated Pest Management in 13 November Dr. Rajan Kamboj ICAR 25
rinjal 2025
L . 17 November :
Trimming and pruning 2025 Mr. Rupesh Ranjan ICAR 25
Management of young plants/ 19 November .
orchards 2025 Mr. Rupesh Ranjan ICAR 25
3 3 20 November :
Production technologies 2025 Mr. Rupesh Ranjan ICAR 25
Low-cost scientific production of 17-21 November
Trichoderma for sustainable rice 2025 Ms. Nupur Choudhary ICAR 25
disease management
Protected cultivation of vegetable = Nzoovze Sm b=z Dr. Bhoopendra Singh ICAR 20
Integrated Pest Management in 20 November Dr. Rajan Kamboj ICAR 25
Rice 2025
Climate Smart Agricultural e o ibdled
: X - Uttarakhand Climate
Practices for Enhancing Resilience | 18-21 November fce = 4
SBre S T3 Dr. Anjani Kumar Resilient Rainfed 16
and Profitability in Rice-Based 2025 : ]
. Farming Project
Cropping System (UCRRFP)

14 = HHRIRSTE GeI1-U7, TR, - fGWaR, 2025
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Quality Seed Production of 21 November Dr. S.K. Dash, Dr. RKVY, Govt. of 280
Climate-Resilient Rice Varieties 2025 Rupak Jena Odisha
Awareness of central and state 21 November ]
sponsored schemes in agriculture 2025 . B gtinl e HEa =
?a?ﬁe(g I;I:’OOn(i)I;ns;rengthening = Nzo(;fze 5m 1527 Mr. Vinay Kumar ICAR 25
& 3 Dr. R.K. Mohanta
Scientific Poultry Farming for 25 November 2
better livelihood 2025 Dr. P.C. Jena, Dr. R. SCSP 130
Kamboj
Capacity building training
programme for farmers friend in A Nzo(;/; 5m ber Mr. Vinay Kumar ICAR 25
IFS mode
] 26 November ]
Integrated farming system 2025 Mr. Rupesh Ranjan ICAR 25
. . 28 November .
Rejuvenating of old orchards 2025 Mr. Rupesh Ranjan ICAR 25
L . Dr. R.K. Mohanta
Scientific Poultry Farming for 28 November 3
better Livelihood 2025 Dr. P.C. Jena, Dr. R. SCSP 100
Kamboj
Micro irrigation system of orchard | 1 December 2025 | Mr. Rupesh Ranjan ICAR 25
Feir}g(ﬁgr;yery g prediehon I ggczesmber Dr. Bhoopendra Singh ICAR 25
Production of biocontrol and bio | 5 pyecemper 2025 | Ms. Nupur Choudha ICAR 25
pesticides P Ty
Eﬁgg&fﬁgﬁgﬁg ursery grower 3 December 2025 Mr. Vinay Kumar ICAR 25
Production technologies 3 December 2025 | Mr. Rupesh Ranjan ICAR 25
e g Dr. R.K. Mohanta,
paentific Boultry Farming for 3 December 2025 | Dr. PC. Jena, Dr. R. scsp 120
Kamboj
Nursery management S December 2025 | Mr. Rupesh Ranjan ICAR 25
gesge(t)afb‘ive?;gegr%rgfoser fo 5 December 2025 Mr. Vinay Kumar ICAR 25
gﬁ?ﬁi&aﬂd TSSO Gif 8 December 2025 | Mr. Rupesh Ranjan ICAR 25
Zt{?g;g:rfg?éi%;fg of late blight 9 December 2025 | Ms. Nupur Choudhary ICAR 25
b fﬁ;gé‘gggfjfﬂggsggﬁhe‘r 9 December 2025 |  Dr. RK. Mohanta ICAR 25
{‘g’;t;%‘?;ed farming system in agro 10 Dze(;:ze;nber M. Rupesh Ranjan ICAR 95
E}?}’chﬁlse mslpilis @y devel oped %g‘gg& ?ezrog Mr. Vinay Kumar ICAR 25
Soil Health Management for 12 December g
higher production 2025 Dr. D.R. Sarangi ICAR 25
3 : ] Dr. Shyamaranjan Das
Nematodes in mechanized direct
seeded rice and their management = Dz%cze ;n ber I}gEZa%a;tr%alg)lrmRsugﬁlé EAP-459 250
through biocontrol agents Dr. Gauray Kumar
Fertilizer dose calculation for 12 December
balanced fertilization 2025 e e L1 e
Parasitic infestation and their 15 December Dr. R K. Mohanta ICAR 25
management in livestock 2025 o
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Dr. S. K. Dash, Dr. K. | RKVY, Department
Building Farmer’s Capacity 17 December Chattopadhyay, Dr. L. of Agriculture

via Quality Seed Production of 2025 K. Bose, Dr. J. Meher, and Farmers’ 100

Climate Resilient Rice Variety Dr. S. Paul, and Dr. Empowerment, Govt.

Reshmi Raj K.R of Odisha
gaz%;?éed disease management in 18 Dzeocze;nber Ms. Nupur Choudhary ICAR 25
Technique for soil moisture 19 December
conservation in dryland farming 2025 e Dlebrutp Cliesl: UEALK 29
Soil Health Management for 15-19 December :
higher production 2025 Dr. D.R. Sarangi ICAR 27
ggl[l)?sratlon techniques of organic 23 Dz%cze;nber M. Debrup Ghosh ICAR 25
Awareness of central and state 24 December .

sponsored schemes in agriculture 2025 i 8, el IEAR 23

RKVY, Department

Strengthening Rice Farmers’ Skills Do, K Dash, Dr. of Agriculture
for Quality Seed Production of 2 Dizsamar Mgl ey, Ui, and Farmers’ 136
. i o 2025 Raghavendra Goud
Climate-Resilient Varieties and Dr. Raghu S Empowerment, Govt.
-5 of Odisha
Awareness of central and state 30 December :
sponsored schemes in agriculture 2025 s, 8%, ilewiil e UERIEL e
Scientific Poultry Farming 2 Dze(;:ze ;n ber Dr. R.K. Mohanta ICAR 25
Importance of FPO’s for 31 December
improving Livelihood & Food 2025 Mrs. B. Mounika ICAR 25
security
{gtceégrated Pest Management in 31 Dz%czeglber Dr. Rajan Kamboj ICAR 25
wexiH & gfautfiar Participation in Exhibition
;T% fﬁ Y ﬁTEITE I ﬂ&ﬁ?E ﬁE v Iﬁ j?é%::’f{am a;%l {FITI ﬁgﬂ ICAR-Central Rice Research Institute (CRRI) actively
ao—eﬁ % fo7T Iord TTaet SeTe UeNffhal iR TarR] BT g2 participated in various agricultural exhibitions during the

. R T 3 T S8 ﬁ%ﬁamﬁ 11 Fd&R 2025 Bl
ga%r 1981 AZRA SICRTSIT e # HIT fera |

- Fora PN fayfaerer, Huted # 17 AdER 2025 BT AT
REI ;ﬁ@ A 2025-26 F UFT 1%111#7 e
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Hava fohxc! AaT 3 e Wi Sad | HIT fer|
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T8 2025 P 3CER-feTeR BT Aafd F SR HR & e I3l
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R, FemRfat SiferpTiRat 260931?1@@
3 TRIF P SRT 7511 I HY TARHR ﬁ1;|Trntv1‘r
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HHSIT 10 TR FEATER
T B e koo
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(AR TR FEER U
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period, showcasing advanced rice production technologies

and innovations to benefit farmers and stakeholders.

e 19" AZRA International Conference at SOADU,
Bhubaneswar, Bhubaneswar on 11 November 2025.

* Regional Agricultural Fair 2025-26, at Central
Agriculture University, Meghalaya on 17 November
2025.

e 29" Sundarban Kristi Mela O Loka Sanskriti Utsab, at
Kulatali, West Bengal on 25 December 2025.

Visitors
Altogether 2609 visitors comprising of farmers, farmwomen,
students and Agriculture Officers from different states of India
viz., Odisha, Jharkhand, Maharashtra and Chhattisgarh, visit-
ed the institute during the period of October-December’ 2025.
They were exposed to agro advisory services system of the
institute during their visit.

MoUs Signed

ICAR-Central Rice Research Institute (CRRI), Cuttack,
Odisha, signed several Memorandums of Underﬁandlng
(MoUs) during the period to foster collaborations in
agricultural research, technology transfer, and capacity

building.



Name of the Technology

Name of the Institute/Company

Date of MoU

Dhan 810, CR Dhan 416, CR Dhan 807 NAGPUR

MoU for Inbred Variety CR Dhan 108, CR | ICAR-CRRI and M/s BASANT AGRO TECH (i) LTD,

14 October 2025

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) be-

ICAR-CRRI, Cuttack

tween the Tamil Nadu Food Processing and | Tamil Nadu Food Processing and Agri Export Promo-
Agri Export Promotion Corporation and | tion Corporation

7 December 2025
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CRRI Regional Station, Hazaribagh
Activities under TSP and SCSP (2025)

Under the Tribal Sub-Plan (TSP), “Janjatiya Gaurav Varsh
Pakhwada” was organized from 1-15 November 2025 in ad-
opted villages, including Gagari, Arakeram, Hindebili, Chan-
aro, Dasokhap, and Kasiyadih. Activities such as field visits,
awareness programmes, Kisan Goshthis, and farmers’ tralmng
were conducted. Power sprayers (80) and CRRI Leaf Colour
Charts (80) were demonstrated and distributed to 20 farmers
each from Ambajharia, Lowahatu, Hindebili, and Kasiyadih.

Under the Scheduled Caste Sub-Plan (SCSP), paddy pedal
threshers and battery-operated backpack sprayers were dis-
tributed to 330 beneficiaries from Asiya, Ledahi, Alaunja
Khurd, Charhi, and Bhelwatand on 27 November, 4 Decem-
ber, and 5 December 2025.

KVK Programmes
KVK, Cuttack
PM-DDKY-2025 Programme

The Prime Minister Dhan-Dhaanya Krishi Yojana (PM-
DDKY)-2025 programme was organized on 11 October 2025
at the KVK campus, Santhapur. The programme included
briefings on PM-DDKY, major rice pest issues, natural farm-
ing, soil management, and agricultural schemes by KVK sci-
entists. About 200 farmers participated and watched the live
webcast of the Prime Minister’s address. The programme con-
cluded with an interactive session, and the KVK team coor-
dinated the event.
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FET Programme

KVK, Cuttack hosted six ARS proba-
tionary scientists from NAARM for a
month-long Field Experiential Training
(FET) programme. After completing
i village surveys and analysis, the train-
ees conducted a village seminar on 15
i October 2025 at Karanji village, Tan-
S oi-Choudwar block, Cuttack, in the

w presence of the FET Monitoring Team.
The programme included a participato-
ry village mapping activity using Ran-
goli, followed by an institute-level seminar at ICAR—CRRI,
Cuttack. The trainees presented their field experiences and
observations, highlighting key agricultural issues and practi-
cal, science-based solutions. The programme emphasized in-
tegrating scientific knowledge with local practices to enhance
productivity and sustainable livelihoods.

Rashtriya Mahila Kisan Diwas-2025

KVK, Cuttack celebrated Rashtriya Mahila
Kisan Diwas 2025 at Jamana village, Tan-
gi-Choudwar block on 15 October 2025. The
programme highlighted the role of women
in agriculture and focused on their empow-
erment through skill development and entre-
preneurship. Dr. N. Srinivasa Rao, Principal
Scientist, ICAR-NAARM, and Dr. R.K.
- Mohanta, Senior Scientist and Head, KVK
- Cuttack, encouraged farm women to adopt
improved technologies and enhance their
livelihoods. Government schemes and sup-
port for women farmers were discussed, followed by interac-
tive sessions with experts. The programme also emphasized
collective action through Self-Help Groups (SHGs).

World Food Day—2025

KVK, Cuttack celebrated World Food
Day-2025 on 16 October 2025 at
CRRI High School, Cuttack, with the
theme “Hand in Hand for Better Food
and a Better Future.” The programme
aimed to create awareness among stu-
dents about nutrition, food security,
& and sustainable agriculture. Dr. R.K.

Mohanta, Senior Scientist & Head,
KVK Cuttack, highlighted the role of
farmers and youth in ensuring food se-
curity. Dr. R. Kamboj and Mrs. B. Mounika emphasized the
importance of nutritious diets, food quality, reducing wast-
age, and healthy eating habits. A quiz competition was also
organized, with students from ten schools participating and
winners receiving prizes.
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Special Campaign 5.0 on Swachhata

Under Special Campaign 5.0 on Swachha-
ta, KVK, ICAR-CRRI, Cuttack conducted
cleanliness and awareness activities from 1 to
31 October 2025 in alignment with the Swa-
chh Bharat Mission. Awareness programmes
. were organized in nearby schools to sensitize
§ students on hygiene and cleanliness through
interactive sessions, quizzes, and drawing
competitions. Cleanliness drives were also
| carried out within the KVK premises, includ-
ing administrative buildings and surrounding
areas, with active participation of staff mem-
bers. The campaign successfully promoted
awareness and positive attitudes towards cleanliness among
students and staff.

Vigilance Awareness Week—2025

As part of Vigilance Awareness Week—2025 with the theme
“Vigilance: Our Shared Responsibility,” KVK Cuttack
observed the Integrity Pledge on 27 October 2025. All
officials and staff participated, reaffirming their commitment
to integrity, transparency, and accountability in public service.

Rashtriya Ekta Diwas

KVK, Cuttack celebrated Rashtriya Ekta Diwas on 31
October 2025 at Mangalpur village, Tangi-Choudwar block,
to commemorate Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. The programme
emphasized national unity and integrity, with active
participation from farmers and villagers. Dr. R.K. Mohanta
highlighted Sardar Patel’s role in strengthening India’s unity
and encouraged collective responsibility for nation-building.

Janjatiya Gaurav Varsh Pakhwada—-2025

KVK, Cuttack celebrated Janjatiya Gaurav Varsh Pakhwa-
da—2025 from 1 to 15 November 2025 in tribal villages
such as Mundasahi, Kadei, and Karanji of Tangi-Choudwar
block. The programme aimed to promote scientific farming
practices and create awareness about Central and State Gov-
ernment schemes in agriculture and allied sectors. A training
programme on ‘“Parasitic Infestations and Their Management
in Livestock” was conducted, where Dr. R.K. Mohanta high-
lighted the importance of deworming, hygiene, and scientific
management for improving animal health. Ms. B. Mounika
discussed agricultural schemes, while Dr. D.R. Sarangi and
Dr. Rajan Kamboj provided guidance on soil health man-
agement and BPH control in rice. The programme enhanced
awareness and capacity building among tribal farmers.

Celebration of World Soil Day-2025

KVK, Cuttack celebrated World Soil Day-2025 on 5
December 2025 at its Santhapur campus with a two-day
programme involving school students, farmers, and extension
functionaries. Awareness activities, including debate and
drawing competitions, were conducted for students of Kadei
Project UP School to promote knowledge on soil health.

A stakeholder workshop on the theme “Healthy Soils for
Healthy Cities” was organized for progressive farmers and
extension officials, with the participation of 50 members.
Dr. Ranjan Mohanta and Dr. D.R. Sarangi highlighted the
importance of soil health, while participants shared their
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views and expectations for improving soil management and
crop productivity. The programme was supported by Dr. R.
Kamboj, Mrs. B. Mounika, and the KVK team.

Kisan Samman Diwas-2025

Kisan Samman Diwas—2025 was organized
on 23 December 2025 at KVK, Santhapur
§ to honour farmers and promote awareness
on sustainable agriculture and government
schemes. About 100 farmers and farm
women participated in the programme. Dr.
D.R. Sarangi welcomed the participants
and highlighted the importance of farmers
in national development. Dr. Rajan Kamboj
discussed farmer-centric initiatives and in-
teracted with farmers on pest management
in rice. Participants viewed the live webcast featuring senior
officials of the Ministry of Agriculture and ICAR. Mrs. B.
Mounika delivered the vote of thanks. The programme con-
cluded with an interactive session and felicitation of innova-
tive farmers.

World One Health Day Celebration—2025
KVK, Cuttack organized Swachhata and

W‘_‘ y 7w World One Health Day on 3 November

2025 at Ratnakar Vidyamandir, Biribati,
Cuttack, to create awareness among stu-
dents about hygiene, sanitation, and the
One Health concept. Dr. R.K. Mohanta
highlighted the importance of cleanli-
ness and explained the interconnection
- between human, animal, and environ-
y mental health. Dr. Rajan Kamboj and
Mrs. B. Mounika encouraged students to
L adopt hygienic habits and environmental
" responsibility. Quiz and drawing compe-
i titions were also conducted to promote
active participation. The programme was

coordinated by the school authorities and KVK team.

KUS Programme

KVK, Cuttack organized an exposure
visit-cum-training  programme  for
58 final-year B.Sc. (Agriculture/
Horticulture) students from OUAT,
| SoA University, Sri Sri Umversny,
= and Centurion University on 12 and

15 December 2025. The ]programme
aimed to provide practical, hands-on
learning on agricultural technologles
and extension activities. Students
were oriented on crop production practices, horticultural
interventions, and ongoing demonstration programmes, along

with interactive sessions with KVK scientists.

Exposure Visit by Pharmacy Students

KVK, Cuttack hosted an exposure visit for Diploma in Phar-
macy students of Aurosri Institute of Pharmaceutical Educa-
tion and Research, Kadei, on 4 November 2025 at the San-
thapur campus. The programme aimed to provide practical
exposure to medicinal and aromatic plants. Dr. R.K. Mohanta
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highlighted the importance and therapeu-
tic value of medicinal plants and their
role in linking agriculture with health
sciences. Students were introduced to
various medicinal plant species, their cul-
tivation practices, and pharmacological
importance. Mrs. B. Mounika briefed the
students on KVK activities. The visit en-
hanced students’ practical knowledge and
strengthened the link between academic
learning and field application.

KVK, Koderma

Front Line Demonstrations, On-Farm Trials, and
Extension Activities at KVK Koderma

Front Line Demonstrations (FLDs) were conducted on Pusa
Biofort (5 ha, 15 farmers), Pusa Biophos (5 ha, 10 farmersP,
use of transparent PET bottles (10 farmers), vegetable
varieties such as Arka Vikas, Arka Rakshak and Kasi Aman
(2 ha, 10 farmers), seasonal vegetables and fruit plants with
Ilgolythene mulching and low tunnels (10 farmers), and cotton
abrics (10 farmers). In addition, six On-Farm Trials (OFTs)
were undertaken involving farmers to assess integrated
management of fruit borer in tomato, IDM modules against
blight diseases in potato, performance of improved mustard
varieties, value addition of moringa leaves for household
nutrition, enhancement of post-harvest quality of lemon
through edible coatings, and evaluation of ragi-based
nutritious foods (Pusti Ragi Malt and Pusti Ragi Hurihittu),
with each OFT conducted across 8—10 farmer locations.

KVK, Koderma provided advisory services in 287 cases
through mobile services, field and farm visits, individual con-
tacts, and WhatsApp, benefiting 201 farmers on issues related
to INM, HY Vs, IPM, IDM, natural farming, weed and nursery
management, mulching, and micronutrient application. A to-
tal of 48 farmer field visits were conducted by KVK scientists
in villages such as Chehal, Paharpur, Pathaldiha, Aaragaro,
Urva, Sardarodih, and Tarwan to al(})dress field-level problems.
Fifteen film shows on improved technologies and scientific
vegetable cultivation were organized for farmers and farm
women. A Kisan Gosthi was organized on 11.10.2025 on the
occasion of the launch of the Prime Minister Dhan-Dhaanya
Krishi Yojana, attended by 360 farmers along with Kisan Mi-
tras, ATMs, and BTMs, including a live telecast of the launch
event. In addition, various extension activities such as field
days, exposure visits, diagnostic visits, farmers’ meetings,
and field demonstrations were conducted to disseminate im-
proved agricultural technologies.
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RESEARCH NOTE

Screening of rice varieties for phosphorus deficiency tolerance at the seedling stage

Phosphorus (P) is a vital macronutrient for plant growth and productivity; however, its deficiency poses a major limitation in rice
cultivation, especially in P-depleted soils. To identify P-efficient donors at seedlini stage, 130 rice varieties and germplasm, in-
cluding tolerant checks (Kasalath, Swarna, Dular, and Rasi) and a susceptible check (IR64), were evaluated at the seedling stage
under hydroponic culture across three phosphorus levels, P, P, and P, . In P, the source of phosphorus (potassium dihydrogen
phosphate) is not added in the hydroponic media, while in P_, half the amount of the recommended P source is added and in
P100, the full recommended source is added as per the standard media constitution. The plants were grown in the nutrient solu-
tion for 21 days and data was recorded on shoot length, shoot fresh weight and shoot dry weight, root length, root surface area,
root volume, root fresh weight, root dry weight and chlorophyll content for three treatments. Extensive phenotypic screening at
the seedling stage revealed significant genetic variation in shoot traits under low-P stress (Figure 1). The varieties, CR Dhan 328,
CR Sugandh Dhan 3, CR Dhan 911, VL Dhan 81, CR Dhan 202 and NDR 359 displayed superior performance for these traits
as compared to the susceptible check IR64 under sufficient phosphorus supply (P, ), but its performance declined sharply under
phosphorus-deficient conditions (P and P, ). Molecular characterization using 16 gene-specific markers linked to the Pupl QTL
supported the phenotypic results. Pflylogenetic clustering grouped these genotypes closer to the aus-type donor Kasalath, indicat-
ing shared allelic contributions for low-P tolerance. Statistical analysis, including descriptive statistics, variance estimation, and
prmcigal component analysis, revealed that shoot length and shoot biomass traits, along with root length and root surface area
contributed the highest proportion of variation under P deficiency, collectively explaining over 60% of the total variability at the
seedling stage. These findings highlight the (/genetic diversity present for P deficiency tolerance among rice varieties at the seed-
ling stage and the varieties, CR Dhan 328, CR Sugandh Dhan 3, CR Dhan 911, VL Dhan 81, CR Dhan 202 and NDR 359 were
identified as promising donors for the development of P-efficient rice cultivars through marker-assisted breeding for sustainable
production in phosphorus-limited environments.

Pioo

Reshmi Raj K.R, Snehasree Samanta, R.P. Sah,
J. Meher, Parmeswaran C, S.K. Dash, S. Samantaray
ICAR-Central Rice Research Institute, Cuttack, Odisha

Genomic region(s) for 21 days submergence tolerance in rice (Oryza sativa L.) using sequence-based trait mapping
approach

Submergence, a major abiotic stress in low-lying rice ecosystems, depletes plant energy reserves during flash floods, resulting
in mortality, yield loss, and severe threats to agricultural productivity. To address this, expanding direct seeding necessitates
the development of rice cultivars with enhanced submergence tolerance, advantageous agronomic traits, and farmer-preferred
quality characteristics. A key breakthrough in this context was the discovery of the SUBI quantitative trait locus (QTL) on
chromosome 9, which imparts submergence tolerance through a distinctive quiescence strategy. Additional genes are required to
be identified for imparting flood tolerance up to 21 days (3 weeks) or more because of regular flooding in India and South-East
Asia due to climate change.

Swarna-Subl x AC 204318
21 daws (3 weeks) submergence ] 21 days (3 weeks) submergence
susceptible genotype Fis tolerant gemotype
b
F2s

- -
2040 plamnts (F2s) were advanced 568 plants (F2s) were submerged for 21
darys | Sclective senotyping in F2 plants using 150 STMS markers

F3s (200 lines) Survived F3s lines, submerged for 21 days

. | Survived Swama-Subl type lines were crossed with
Fas (200 lines) BC1F1s SWwama-subl

* .

H BC1F2s ) ) !

+ } Survived Swarna-Subl type lines were crossed with

+ - Swarna-Subl

i BC‘,Fia

* +
Flis (120 lines} +

BC2FSs

Schematic representation for development of mapping population for 21 dayvs submergence
tolerance in rice
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To identify genes/QTLs in the mapping population [recombinant inbred lines (RILs) derived from Swarna-Sub1 x A‘E\ZO43 1B],
1K RiCA SNP genotyping was carried out using 1,094 SNP markers. QTLs for three traits: (i) survival percentage, (ii) total
shoot elongation and (iii) chlorophyll content, were evaluated and analyzed using QTL ICiMapping version 4.2. Among the 17
QTLs identified, two (¢SP-1.1 and gSP-3.1) were associated with survival percentage, four (¢7SE-3.1, gTSE-9.1, gTSE-11.1, and
qTSE-12.1) with total shoot elongation, and eleven (¢TCC-1.1, gTCC-2.1, gTCC-3.1, qTCC-4.1, qTCC-5.1, gTCC-6.1, gTCC-
8.1, qTCC-9.1, qTCC-10.1, qTCC-11.1, and gTCC-12.1) with chlorophyll content. Notably, two major QTLs for total shoot
elongation were mapped on chromosomes 11 and 12, explaining 11.31% and 10.74% of the phenotypic variance, respectively.
Moreover, among the 21 RILs exhibiting high survival (70-80%), 13 displayed short, bold, awnless grains resemble with Swar-
na-Subl, making them potential candidates for direct varietal release or use as parental lines in breeding programs. Subsequently,
the QTLs identified in this study warrant validation across diverse mapping populations and hold promise for introgression into
elite cultivars to improve tolerance to 21 days flooding stress.

Jawahar Lal Katara, Nairita Baidya, Madhuchhanda Parida, Parmeswaran C,
Ramlakhan Verma, Debakanta Nayak, Prachitara Rout,
Biswaranjan Behera, S Samantaray

ICAR-Central Rice Research Institute, Cuttack, Odisha

Vacuum-based anther collection and culture system for rapid production of rice doubled haploids

Doubled haploid (DH) technology is a powerful tool for achieving complete homozygosity in rice within a single generation;
however, its large-scale application is constrained by labor-intensive anther isolation and variable regeneration efficiency. The
newly invented a novel vacuum-based anther collector/culture device (Fig. 1) (Indian Patent No.: 574471 date: 25.11.2025)
coupled with a standardized androgenesis protocol addresses these limitations efficiently. The system consists of a collector/
media container connected in series with a pressure modulator, preventing anther entry into the vacuum source while ensuring
gentle and efficient collection. An adjustable, autoclavable nozzle enables precise isolation of anthers at the appropriate uni-
nucleate microspore stage, validated using acetocarmine staining, thereby eliminating diploid contamination from anther walls
or floral tissues.

Using this device, anthers are collected individually and directly deposited onto callus induction media, significantly increasing
throughput (500-600 anthers per minute) compared to conventional manual tapping methods. The collector container may be
used either empty for anther collection during crossing or pre-filled with culture medium for immediate androgenesis (Fig.2).
Efficient callus induction was achieved with the development of compact embryogenic calli (2-3 mm) which were subsequently
transferred to regeneration medium to promote green shoot regeneration and doubled haploid development.

This integrated device-protocol system reliably produces heterozygote-free doubled haploid plants with zero diploid contamination.
From a commercialization perspective, the device is inexpensive to fabricate and substantially reduces the labor-intensive nature
of anther culture. Furthermore, its adjustable design allows customization for use in crop systems beyond rice, extending its
application to crossing and pollination by breeders for hybrid development. Collectively, this invention offers a scalable, cost-
effective, and contamination-minimized solution for accelerating rice improvement and allied crop breeding programs.

Byombkesh Dash, Sudhansu Sekhar Bhuyan,
Sanghamitra Samantaray, Amaresh Kumar Nayak,
Ram Lakhan Verma, Awadhesh Kumar,

Parameswaran C., Devanna BN

ICAR-Central Rice Research Institute, Cuttack, Odisha
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Controls of climate smart agricultural (CSA) practices in flood and cyclone-prone vulnerable regions

Information from 308 farmers covering 20 villages and 5 blocks of Kendrapada, Bhadrak, and Jagatsinghpur districts of Odisha
was collected for this study. Information on various drivers controlling adoption of climate smart agricultural practices, such as,
family factor (education, number of members, number of earning memberst), social factor (social affiliation, farming experience),
land factor (land holding, leased in land, leased out land, share cropping, fallow land), financial factor (annual income, share of
farm income in annual income, access to credit facility, availability of off farm job) were collected. The data was analysed for
probit models. Specific adoption rate was less (< 10%) for all climate smart agricultural technology except four technologies
viz., rain water harvesting, drainage management, improved crop varieties and crop insurance in the studied area. This may be
attributed to farmers’ acceptability of new climate-smart agricuﬁural (CSA) technologies, working beyond their comfort zone
and risk in adopting new technologies. Social factors such as education, family literacy ratio and farm and economic factors such
as cropping intensity, total land holding, farm income ratio showed positive association with the adoption and implementation
of CSA practices in flood and cyclone vulnerable region. Number of training program, mass media, access to Govt Scheme also
showed positive association. Distance from important agency and number of members in family showed negative association.

Access to credit showed variable association with the adoption of CSA practices.

Dibyendu Chatterjee, Mohammad Shahid and Sudipta Paul
ICAR-Central Rice Research Institute, Cuttack, Odisha

Enrichment of Soil organic carbon and available nitrogen content through Brown manuring

Brown manuring is one of the important agronomic management practices, where along with the main crop a leguminous crop
e.g. dhaincha (Sesbania aculeata) is grown and subsequently defoliate at tender stage by using a selective herbicide allowing the
biomass to litter and decompose in situ. This practice provides effective soil cover for moisture conservation, weed control as
well as fertility improvement of soil. To evaluate the brown manuring for enrichment of soil organic carbon (SOC) and available
nitrogen (N) content in rice-based cropping system (RBCS) under drought prone rainfed ecology, soil samples were collected at
two depths (surface; 0-15 cm and sub-surface; 15-30 cm) from the three years old experimental plot under rice-mustard cropping
system having three fertilizer management (No fertilizer, 50% RDF and 100% RDF) and two manure options (without brown
manuring and brown manuring). The results showed that brown manuring had a significant positive effect on both SOC content
and available N content in soil. On an average brown manured plots have higher SOC (0.55%) and available N content (394 kg/
ha) with compared to no manure plot (0.48% and 339 kg/ha respectively). Interactive effect of brown manuring and fertilizer
management is also significant at different depth of soil and it was found that manured plot at 50% RDF is very similar to 100%
RDF without manuring. Beside this, effect of brown manuring is also evident even at sub surface soil where enhancement in SOC
and available N content was observed. Hence, brown manuring may be considered as a good and sustainable option to enhance

the SOC and available N content in soil under drought prone rainfed rice-based cropping system.

Effect of brown manuring and fertilizer management on SOC and available N content

Fertilizers No manuring Manuring Depth
Depth Depth
Surface Sub sur- Mean Surface Sub sur- Mean Surface Sub sur- Mean
face face face
SOC (%)
T] 0.46 0.40 0.43 0.52 0.49 0.51 0.49 0.44 0.47
T’ 0.52 0.45 0.49 0.59 0.49 0.54 0.56 0.47 0.51
Tz 0.56 0.50 0.53 0.64 0.55 0.60 0.60 0.52 0.56
Mean 0.51 0.45 0.48 0.58 0.51 0.55 0.55 0.48
CD (p=0.05) F=0.03; M=0.02, D=0.02,Dx M =0.03, Dx F=0.04, M x F=0.04, F x M x D =0.05
Available N (kg/ ha)
T] 299 260 279 356 314 335 327 287 307
Tz 369 314 342 425 388 406 397 351 374
T’ 438 354 396 470 410 440 454 382 418
Mean 369 309 339 417 371 394 393 340
CD (p=0.05) F=149;M=122,D=122,DxM=172,DxF=21.1,MxF=21.1,FxMx D =29.8

Note: Fertilizer management (No fertilizer (T1), 50% RDF (T2) and 100% RDF (T3) where RDF (60:30:30 kg/ha)

B.C. Verma, S. Saha, S. Roy, S.M. Prasad, A. Banerjee, Priyamedha,
S. Bhagat, Arunkumara, C.G. and N.P. Mandal
CRURRS, ICAR-CRRI, Hazaribagh
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Seminar/ Symposia/ Workshop/ Winter School/ Exhibition/ Training Programmes/ Meetings attended

SI. No. | Particulars Date Participants
Attended as Subject Expert in the Selection Committee Meeting at
1. BAU, Kanke, Ranchi 08 October 2025 Dr. G.A K. Kumar
Attended the meeting with DG, ICAR and hearing before Hon’ble
2. Chairman, NCSC, New Delhi 03-04 November 2025 | Dr. G.A.K. Kumar
3. Monitoring of AICRIP trials at Ranchi, Hazaribag, Hathwara and 04-07 November 2025 Dr. NP Mandal, Dr. S
Bankura Bhagat
Online training programme on ‘Restricted Use of Glyphosate
4. by PCOs’ organized by the National Institute of Plant Health | 12 November 2025 Dr. Rajan Kamboj
Management, Hyderabad
Inspection for hand holding of seed villages as technical committee
5. member of Jharkhand State Agricultural Development Corporation | 12 November 2025 Dr. Priyamedha
Limited
Attended the Research Advisory Committee (RAC), meeting of
6 ICAR- Indian Institute of Rice Research, Hyderabad L INOTCIH 212 R
Attended a workshop on ‘Mainstreaming Regenerative Agriculture
Practices in the Vegetable Oil and Supply Chain; Opportunities’ .
7. B abIcIl by ANORY G Shoie i zadlbrls olidiridardiEoundaioniatls & ok eI DD ]
Mayfair Hotel, Bhubaneshwar
8. 2™ International Extension Education Congress (IEEC-2025) 24-26 November 2025 | Dr. Bhoopendra Singh
Attended a meeting with Dr. Praveen Malik, Chief Executive
2 Officer (CEO), Agrinnovate, India at New Delhi =2 gzl AL DRSS
Participated in the MoU Exchange between ICAR-Central Rice
Research Institute, Cuttack with Tamil Nadu Food Processing
05 and Agricultural Export event in the presence of Hon’ble Chief ¥ IDseemliEr AU 125(E M ST
Minister, Tamil Nadu at Madurai
Attended as an Expert in the Interview Board for Selection of
Ls Additional Director Extension Education at BAU, Ranchi > Dizcsiliar 2025 DI oIS [Sipmmere
Dr. Someshwar
12. Rabi Workshop on Plant Protection 12-13 December 2025 | Bhagat
Dr. Soumya Saha
Participated in the ‘Knowledge Exchange Initiatives on Kisan
13. Sarathi 2.0 for FPOs and Progressive Farmers’ at KVK, Puri | 16 December 2025 ]S)}rl.rif;llgri\(/il}?:;ma and
organized by ATARI, Kolkata
Visited to ICAR-CRRI Regional Station Regional Coastal Rice
o Research Station (RCRRS), Naira, Srikakulam, Andhra Pradesh L Drmemler 203 (DI (G i, [Smmere
15. Klssaq Divas programme arranged by RCER regional station, 23 December 2025 Dr. Bhioopendra Singh
Ranchi
Dr. Debrup Ghosh,
. . . Dr. Nupur Choudhary,
16. Attended MAATI 2025 workshop by Agrimeet 2025 in online mode | 5-14 December 2025 . .
Dr. Chanchila Kumari,
Dr. Bhoopendra Singh
Pre-distribution Training cum Kisan Gosthi on “Use and operation Dr. N. P. Mandal
17. of Paddy Pedal Thresher and battery-operated backpack sprayer” | 27 November, 2025; S Somgs Sa,

for the beneficiaries of Asiya, Ledahi, Alaunja Khurd, Charhi and
Bhelwatand villages under SCSP

4-5 December 2025

Mr. Jitendra Prasad
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Award

Dr. D. Chatterjee received INSA Distinguished Lecture
Fellowship (2025) under Agricultural Sciences at
“Celebration of Science Week at Delhi-2025” during 2-5
December 2025.

Dr. Priyamedha awarded Eminent Scientist Award” by

Indian society of agricultural science & technology

research (ISASTR) during International Conference on

“Agriculture & Veterinary: Transformative approach,

ggsearch & Innovations Forum during 16-18 November
5.

Dr. Amrita Banerjee awarded Indian Virological Society
Fellow 2025 for her contribution in the field of Plant
Virology for the year 2025 during VIRCON-2025 at

ICMR-NIV, Pune on 8 December 2025.
Radio Talk

Dr. R.K. Mohanta delivered a talk on the “Different As-
pects of Winter Care in Livestock” broadcasted by All
India Radio, Cuttack in the Krushi Sansar programme at
7:30 PM on 10 November 2025.
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* Dr. D.R. Sarangi delivered a talk on the “Role of Biolog-
icals in Pest Control in Natural Farming” broadcasted by
All India Radio, Cuttack in the Krushi Sansar programme
at 7:30 PM on 20 November 2025.

Publication

*  Arunkumara C G, Jagadish K S, Manjuprakash and Keerthi M C. (2025 online). Unlocking Local Wisdom: Indigenous
Techniques and Farmer Innovations in Beekeeping in Karnataka. Indian Journal of Entomology, 88: 710-714.

e Bhagirath Ram, VV Singh, Vinod Kumar, Reema Rani, MS Sujith Kumar, HK Sharma, Arun Kumar, BL Meena, LK Meena,
Priyamedha, KH Singh and PK Rai. 2025. Morpho-physiological variability and stability of early maturing thermotolerant
Indian mustard (Brassica juncea L. Czern & Coss) genotypes for seed yield under heat stress condition in semi-arid region
of India. Journal of Oilseed Brassica 16 (2), 158-164. NAAS-4.78.

e Chanchila Kumari, Bhoopendra Singh, A.K. Rai and Manish Kumar (2025). Influence of various mulch types on early nurs-
ery growth under rainfed conditions of Koderma, Jharkhand. International Journal of Research in Agronomy, Special Issue
8(12): 360-361. (IF: 5.20)

e Chanchila Kumari, Bhoopendra Singh, A.K. Rai and Manish Kumar (2025). Influence of various mulch types on early nurs-
ery growth under rainfed conditions of Koderma, Jharkhand. International Journal of Research in Agronomy, Special Issue
8(12): 313-315. (IF: 5.20)

e Chanchila Kumari, Bhoopendra Singh, A.K. Rai, Vinay Kumar, Nupur Choudhary and Debrup Ghosh (2025). Sustainable
rainfed rice production: Role of contingent niger in upland rice systems of Koderma district, Jharkhand. Journal of Com-
munity Mobilization and Sustainable Development, 20(4): 1-5. (IF: 5.29)

e Chanchila Kumari, Jyoti Sinha, Nupur Choudhary and A.K. Rai (2025). Bridging research and practice through exten-
sion-led dissemination of food processing technologies. International Journal of Advanced Biochemistry Research, Special
Issue 9(12): 1504-1508.

e Chanchila Kumari, Jyoti Sinha, Nupur Choudhary, A.K. Rai and Debrup Ghosh (2025). Role of bioactive compounds in
improving food quality and consumer health outcomes. International Journal of Agriculture Extension and Social Develop-
ment, 8(12): 605-609.

*  Chanchila Kumari, Nupur Choudhary, Jyoti Sinha and A.K. Rai (2025). Exploring functional food ingredients for enhancing
human health and disease prevention. International Journal of Research in Agronomy, Special Issue 8(12): 516-520.

* Jyoti Sinha, Chanchila Kumari, Nupur Choudhary, A.K. Rai and Debrup Ghosh (2025). Advances in food processing tech-
nologies for improving nutritional quality and shelf stability. International Journal of Agriculture Extension and Social
Development, 8(12): 610-614.

e Manish Kumar, N.P. Mandal, Bhoopendra Singh, A.K. Rai and Vinay Kumar (2025). Characterization of Gora population
of rice (Oryza sativa L.) for yield and its attributes using principal component analysis. International Journal of Research in
Agronomy, Special Issue 8(12): 362-364. (IF: 5.02)

*  Sahoo TR, Mohanta RK, Sethy S, Sarangi DR, Kamboj R. 2025. Effect of integrated nutrient management practices on en-
hancing productivity in brinjal (Solanum melongena L.). Journal of Krishi Vigyan. 13 (3): 528-533.
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* Uday, K., Pandey, A., Bhadana, V. P, Roy, S., Sharma, H. K., Kerketta, R., and Choudhary, S. B (2025) Low ‘p}fosphorus
response and allelic footprints in paddy (Oryza sativa L.) landraces from the Chhotanagpur plateau, India: implications for
crop genetics and nutrient management. Journal of Crop Science and Biotechnology, 1-12.

Popular Article

e Priyamedha, S. Saha, B. C. Verma, S. Roy, A. Banerjee and N.P. Mandal (2025). Rabi Paddy in Jharkhand- Scope, Practices,
and Challenges. Agri Gate- An International Multidisciplinary e-Magazine. 05 (11): 262-267.

e Priyamedha, B. C. Verma, Somnath Roy, Amrita Banerjee, Saumya Saha, Arunkumara C.G. and N.P. Mandal. 2025. Agro-
Technological Insights into Rice Cultivation under DSR Systems. Agriculture and Food e-Newsletter. 07 (11): 52-55.

*  Mohanta RK. 2025. Lighting: stay informed and save life. Science Horizon 10 (7): 299-305.
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Appointment

* Dr. Biswabiplab Singh, Scientist (Plant Physiology)
joined at ICAR-CRRI, Cuttack on 27 October 2025.

* Dr. (Ms.) Shobharani M., Scientist (Seed Science &
Technology) joined at ICAR-CRRI, Cuttack on 27 Oc-
tober 2025.

»  Shri Jayprakash P.T., joined to the post of Assistant Fi-
nance & Accounts Officer at ICAR-CRRI, Cuttack on 1
December 2025.

Transfer/ Resignation

»  Shri Santosh Kumar Satapathy, AF&AO relieved from
ICAR-CRRI, Cuttack on 14 October 2025 to join the post
of F&AO at ICAR-CIARI, Port Blair.

e Smt. Sikimoni Baruah, Senior Technical Officer (T-6),
Mr. Dibakar Khan, Senior Technical Officer (T-6), Shri
Tolan Kumar Borah, Senior Technical Officer (T-6) and
Shri Bhupen Kalita, Senior Technician (T-2) transfer
from RRLRRS, Gerua to IARI, ASSAM on 27 October
2025.

*  Dr. Kanchan Saikia, Principal Scientist (Agril. Entomol-
ogy) transferred from RRLRRS, Gerua to IARI-Assam
on 30 November 2025.

e Shri Prabhakar Kumar Vishwakarma, Technician (T-1)
resigned and relieved on 1 December 2025.

*  Shri Narendar Singh, Technician (T-1) resigned and re-
lieved on 5 December 2025.

Retirement

Dr. (Mrs.) Sanghamitra Samantaray, Principal Scientist and
Head, Crop Improvement Division retired on 31 October
2025.

Shri Ramashray Paswan, Private Secretary, CRURRS,
Hazaribag retired on 30 November 2025.
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For decades, agricultural research has been conducted in
silos. Often, breeders developed new varieties agronomists
perfected field practices, and economists studied markets-all
in a relative parallel. While this sectorial approach yielded
significant gains, the complex, interconnected challenges
facing Indian agriculture today demand a different approach.
The Central Rice Research Institute (CRRI) is answering
this call with a bold attempt to change the approach from its
traditional research programme. The newly unveiled Strategic
Research Platforms (SRPs) represent a fundamental shift from
isolated projects to integrated, mission-driven solutions. This
is not merely a restructuring; it is paradigm shift designed to
create sea change in the institute’s impact on society and the
environment.

The heart of this transformation lies in replacing narrow
disciplinary questions with broad, systems level ones, instead
of asking “How can we increase yield” (Breeding Division)
or “How can we reduce water use?”’(Agronomy Division) in
isolation, the SRPs ask, “How can we design a rice production
system that yields more with less water, emits fewer greenhouse
gases, and withstands climate shocks?” This single question
from SRP-1: Climate-Smart Systems inherently requires
breeders, soil scientists, meteorologists, water engineers, and
socio-economists to co-design the answer from day one. This
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the essence of the SRP approach: problems define the team,
not departmental boundaries.

The societal impact of this integration will be profound.
Consider a farmer’s reality. He doesn’t adopt a ‘“new
variety” or a “water-saving technique” as separate, abstract
technologies. He adopts a complete package for his specific
field-a climate-resilient variety managed via precision
irrigation, with her crop health monitored by Al-alerts, her
harvest linked to a traceable value chain for a better price,
and her sustainable practices potentially earning carbon
credits each approach/strategies dealt in different SRPs.
The SRP model is engineered to deliver these integrated,
farmer-centric solutions. By embedding socio-economic and
behavioral research into every platform, adoption barriers are
addressed upfront; ensuring technologies don’t just exist on
paper but thrive in farmers’ fields, directly boosting income
and livelihoods.

Environmental sustainability is woven into the DNA of
the new strategy. The old model often saw environmental
goals as external constraints or separate projects. In the
SRP framework, goals like methane reduction, water
conservation, and soil health are core performance indicators
and drivers of innovation. SRP-1 and SRP-4 will generate
protocols for “carbon-neutral rice”, turning paddy fields from
emission sources into carbon sinks. SRP-3’s digital MRV
(Measurement, Reporting, and Verification) platform will
make these environmental benefits transparent and verifiable,
unlocking green finance. This positions CRRI not just as a
food security institute, but as a critical partner in achieving
India’s Net Zero and water security commitments.

Crucially, this is not an abandonment of deep science, but its
reorientation. The SRP-9: Basic and Fundamental Research
serves as the discovery engine for the entire enterprise. It asks
the foundational “why” and “how” questions-decoding the
rice plant’s stress memory or engineering its root mcrobiome-
to provide the revolutionary insights that will power the
applied platforms in the future. This ensures the SRP model
is sustainable, fed by a pipeline of next-generation science.

The ultimate success of the SRPs will be measured not in
journal publications, but in tangible outcomes: more resilient
farming communities, healthier ecosystems, and a more
prosperous and sustainable rice sector. It is a recognition that
the challenges of food security, climate change, and rural
development are inextricably linked. By breaking down its
internal walls, CRRI is building the integrated solutions that
India’s farmers and landscapes desperately need. This strategic
leap from sectoral programmes to synergistic platforms
promises to redefine the impact of public agricultural research,
ensuring CRRI’s legacy of service continues to flourish in the
21% century.
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